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necessary, be recommitted by any member.
I hope members will accept my under-
taking,

The Hon. A. R. JONES: In order to
facilitate the business, T am prepared to
accept the Minister’s assurance.

‘The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: I falil
to see how it will help the business to
postpone the clause. I do not doubt the
Minister’s assurance, but why proceed in
tl]lls way? We are opposed to the whole
clause.

The Hon. A. F. GRIPFITH: 1 realise
that the honourable member’s party is
opposed to the whole clause, but the pro-
cedure I have suggested will facilitate our
business. If we agree {0 the clause tonight,
I will move that the adoption of the report
be taken at the next sitting. I can assure
the Committee that tomorrow, when the
report of the committee is to be adopted,
further discussion on this clause will take
place, bearing in mind that it is the desire
of the honourable member to reconsider
the clause. I have no ulterior motive ex-
cebt to complete the Committee stage at
this sitting.

Postponed clause put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes—16,
Hon, C. BR. Abbey Hon, @. 0. MacEilnnon
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. R. C. Mattiske
Hon. J. cunnlnghnm Hon, C. H, Bimpson
Hon. A. P. Grifith Hon. 8.T.J. Thompson
Hon. J, G. Hislop Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hon. A. B. Jones Hon. H. K, Watson
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon, F. D. Wulmott
Hon, A. L. Loton HBon. J. M
('rel!er.)
Noes—12.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon, F. R, H. Lavery
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. C. Btrickland
Hon. J. J. Garrigan Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon, E. M, Heenan Hon. R. Thompuon
Hon. B. F. Hutchison Hon, F. J. 8. Wise
Hon. G. E. Jeffery Hon. W. P. Willesse
{Teller.}

Majority for—4.
Clause thus passed.
New clause 56:

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: 1 move—

Page 33—Insert the following to
stand as clause 56:—

56. (1) The Board shall pre-
pare and submit to the Minister,
not later than the thirtleth day
of September in each calendar
year, 4 report on the exercise
and performance by the Board
of its powers, functlons and
dutles under this Act during
the twelve months ended on the
preceding thirty-first day of
July.

(2) The Minister shall lay the
report. of the Board before each
House of Parliament within six
sitting days of that House after
the receipt of the report by the
Minister.
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I point out to the Committee that I have
moved for this new clause to be inserted
in view of the provision appearing in clause
6 at the top of page § of the Bill.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: For the (n-
formation of the Committee, the amend-
ment is quite acceptable as far as T am
concerned.

The Hon, A. R. JONES: On a point of
information, could the mover of the motion
or the Minister advise me whether the
board would have to submit a report to
cover the period from, say, October or
January to the 30th June following, be-
cause a period of 12 months would not
have elapsed?

The Hon, A, L. LOTON: I consulted the
Minister for Police on this point and he
conferred with the Attorney-General, and
they were responsible for the drafting of
this new clause. Evidently, they had prior
information as to when the legislation
would be proclaimed, and they prescribed
these dates to coincide with the date of
the proclamation.

New clause put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported with amendmenis.

ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPERAN-
NUATION AND PENSIONS) BILL
First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; anhd, on
motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minis-
ter for Mines), read a first time.

House adjourned at 12.25 a.m.
{Wednesday) .
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Metropolitan Region Town Planning

Scheme Act Amendment Bill.

4. Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act
Amendment Bill,

5. Stamp Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Mr.

SWIMMING CLASSES
Instruction in Life-saving

I. W. MANNING asked the Minls-

ter for Education:

Will pupils in the life-saving
groups at the Education Depart-
ment’s swimming classes this
summer be taught the mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation method and
expired air techniques?

. WATTS replied:

It is proposed to introduce this
method as far as possible in the
Education Department swimming
classes this summer.

WAROONA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Mr.

Applications for Water
I. W. MANNING asked the Minis-

ter for Water Supplies:

(1}

)

(3)

(4)
)

Mr.

L
2)
)
(4)
(5)

Have applications been received
for the full rated area of the
Waroona Irrigation District for
the 1960-61 season?

If not, what Is the acreage of
rated land for which no applica-
tion for water has been received?
What is the total acreage in the
Waroona district for which ap-
plications have been made for
accommodation water for the
1960-61 season?

Is it intended to supply the full
acreage applied for?

If not, was the indication that
some rated land would not be
watered taken into consideration
when the quantity available for
sale as accommodation water was
determined?

WILD replied:
No.

2,101 acres.
422 acres.
No.

Yes,
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WHARF APRONS
Washing with Salt Water
CURRAN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

o))

(2)

(&3]

Mr,
(0
(2)
Q)

Is he aware that the Fremantle
Harbhour Trust, during the course
of the last dry summer season,
washed the wharf aprons with
fresh water with a three-inch
hose, whilst ratepayers were suf-
fering the severest restrictions,
and a large number of prosecu-
tions were the order of the day?
Is he aware thal the Fremantle
Harbour Trust is still carrying out
this practice?

Will he take action to ensure that
this practice ceases forthwith and
that salt water is used for this
purpose in future?

WILD replied:

Yes.

Yes,

No. For technical reasons salt
water has been found quite un-
suitable. The trust will continue
to exercise the utmost economy in
the use of fresh water for washing
down the quays.

WILLAGEE PARK RENTAL HOMES
Absence of Grease-Trap System

Mr,

CURRAN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Housing:

1)

(2)

18D
2

What is the number of State ren-
tal homes in the Willagee Park
area that have grease-trap sys-
tems?

Will he give urgent consideration
to the replacement of this un-
hyglenic and antiquated system
with the installation of dry wells?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Approximately 500.

These installations were in accord-
ance with the requirements of the
health authorities, and the policy
now is that whenever it is found
that the system is inadequate, an
additional dry well is installed and
the grease trap removed.

NATIVES

Granting of Citizenship Righis

Mr.

JAMIESON asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

(1)

As Australia is a subscriber to the
principle of Dnited Nations, and
supports the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, which pro-
claims that everyone is entitled to
all the rights and freedoms set
forth therein without distinction

2)

3

1)

Mr.
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of any kind, such as race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth, or other
status, is it the intention of the
Government to grant full citizen-
ship rights to all Australian abor-
igines without their having to
apply for such rights?

If so, when will such a condition:
be implemented?

If not, why not?

. PERKINS replied:

to (3) Natives are British subjects
and ecitizens of Australia. 'The
State has granted them certain
privilezes not granted to non-
natives and has restricted them in
other directions. This Govern-
ment’s policy is to improve their
housing conditions and education
so that they will rise to the level
where they can appreciate what
our civilisation offers. When this
is achieved the restrictions can be
lifted without any sham.

In the meantime, these who wish
to have the resfrictions removed
may apply for citizenship rights
certificates.

WOOL PRODUCTION
Commonwealth Survey

- KELLY asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1)

(2)
3

(D
2
(3)

Did he have a conference with the
members of the Commonwealth
survey committee which recently
campleted its Western Australian
examination of wool production?
If so, with what result?

What were the names of those
engaged on the survey?

. NALDER replied:

No.

Answered by No, (1),

The recent sheep indusftry survey
was carried out by the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics covering
the financial perfods 1958-59 and
1959-60. It was a continuation of
the survey commenced in 1854
which subsequently covered the
periods from 1952-53 to 1957-58.
Mr. D. D, Shaw, officer in charge
of the bureau's wool sectlon,
visited Perth early in July and
discussed broad details with de-
partmental officers.

The fleld collections were com-
menced in late August and carried
out by burean staff under the
immediate supervision of Mr,
Kevin McGuire, senior research
officer of the bureau.
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DAIRYING INDUSTRY

Tabling of Commonweaith Survey

Report
7. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Has he yet received a copy of
the dairying industry survey which
has heen in the hands of the Min-
ister for Primary Industry for well
over a month? -

(2) If so, will he lay it on the Table
of the House?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) No.

(2} Answered by No. (1).

FORESHORE ROAD, ALBANY

8. Mr.

Finance for Development
HALL asked the Minister for

Works:

0}

(2)

(D
2

Mr.

Has finance been approved for
foreshore road development,
Albany Harbour, this financial
year?

If so, where will the foreshore
road lnk up with Hanrahan
Road, and when will work on the
foreshore road commence?

. WILD replied:

No.
Answered by No. (1).

MOTOR TRUCKS
Minimising Noise

ANDREW asked the Minister for

Transport:

1)

(2)

a

@

Is he aware thet—

{a) many complaints have been
made, particularly from
people living on highways, re-
garding the excessive noise
made by heavy trucks on our
roads; and

the all-metal trucks (some
with trailers) are the worst
offenders?

Will his department take the
necessary steps to minimise this
nuisance as far as possible?

PEREINS replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) Yes.

Operators have been interviewed
and requested to minimise body
noise, These heavy, high-powered
vehicles, because of their all-metal
body, are unavoidably somewhat
neisy even when new, and
especially when empty, on the
rougher type of roadway.

Vehicles observed to be nolsy
through defective exhausts or body
disrepair are receiving necessary
attention by police patrols.

by

SCHOOL-BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
Contracts Let and Details of Fulfllment

10, Mr.

JAMIESON asked the Minister

for Works:

N

2

Mr.

1§ §)
2

11, Mr,
the

)

(2}

Mr.
)

(2)

How many contracts have been let

for the building or extension of

schools since the 30th June, 19597

Of these contracts, how many

have—

(a) been completed hefore the
time specified in the contract,

(b) been completed by time speci-
fied; ‘

(¢} been granted an extension;

(d) been subject to penalty pro-
visions of the contract;

(e) taken longer than the contract
time and not been subject to
penalty provisions?

WILD replied:
125.

(¢) During the course of the con-.
tract—2;
(d) 1:
(e) (i) Completed contracts—59.
(ii) Contracts not completed.
No decision yet re penealty

FISHING VESSELS
Qualifications of Crews

NORTON asked the Minister for
North-West:

What steps are taken to ensure
that all fishing boats, freezer
boats, and mother ships carry
crews which have the qualifica-
tions required by the Harbour and
Light Department?

Is it considered that the large
nember of boats which were
wrecked this year on the Western
Australian coast was due to the
crew members not having the re-
quired qualifications?

COURT replied:

Al] fishing boats, freezer boats, and
mother ships are surveyed annually
by the surveyors, Harbour and
Light Department.

At this survey, the gqualifications
of the masters and engineers are
checked to see whether the neces-
sary certificates are held.

During the year checks are made
by authorised deparimental in-
spectors; and where vessels are
found not properly manned, mas-
ters and owners are forced to tie
them up until approved crews are
obtained. In some cases there are
prosecutions,

No.
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KELLERBERRIN RAILWAY STATION

Tenders for Construction

12, Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Rallways:

When is it proposed to call ten-
ders for the construction of the
new railway station at Kellerber-
rin? -

. COURT replied:

It is expected that tenders will be
called in mid-December.

LAND AND METROPOLITAN REGION

TAXES
Basis of Calculation

Mr.

{a)

aw

(c)
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WATTS replied:

The actual cost is £1,485 per an-
num. This service caters {for
children from Mundaring Weir as
well as Mahogany Creek, Mun-
dering, and Sawyers Valley.

The service proposed caters for
Greenmount, Koongamia, and
Helena Valley children as well as
those from Boya, Darlington, and
Glen Forrest. The estimated cost
will be £2,000 per annum.

An accurate estimate of such coats
cannot be given. Transport ar-
rangements would depend on cir-
cumstances prevailing.

'13. Mr. TONKIN asked the Treasurer: MEAT INDUSTRY WORKERS

Will he reconcile his reply of ; :
the 26th October—that land tax Protective Clothing
and metropolitan region improve- 15. Mr._ HALL asked the Minister for
ment tax for the present financial Agriculture:
year were calculated and levied (1) Are workers engaged in the meat
upon land valuations which were industry in this State suppled
uniform with regard to year of with protective clothing when
valuation—with his reply of the meat is being killed for home c¢on-
3rd November—that valuations sumption?
made in Sublaco in 1959-60, (2) If so, what are the names of such
Floreat Park in 1957-58, Nedlands firms, and where are they situ-~
1955-56, and Melville 1956-57 were ated?
used for calculating land tax and Are rker .
metropolitan region improvement 2 indu;;gy :uspgﬁgggﬁt;ln ;?:teﬂﬁsg
tax for the current financial year? clothing when meat is killed for

Mr. BRAND replied: export?

It was indicated in the reply to
the question on the 26th October,
that both the land tax and the
metropolitan region improvement
tax were levied for the present
financlal year upon land valua-
tions which were uniform with
regard to the year of valuation.
In other words, both land tax and
metropelitan region improvement
tax were levied on the same land
values.

(4)
(5}

6)

If so, what are the names of the
firms?

Is protective clothing supplied to
protect the edible meat and edible
offal, or for the protection of the
employees?

If protective clothing is supplied
to employees engaged in the meat
industry, is there a strict super-
vision by the managements as to
cleanliness of protective clothing,
and do firms supply facilities for

laundering such clothing?
Mr. NALDER, replied:

(1) and (2} Yes, at the Midland Junc-
tion Abattoir end the West Aus-

MT. HELENA HIGH SCHOOL
e (Cost of Transport for Pupils

14, Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for

Education: At

What is the cost, or estimated
cost, per annum to the Education
Department for transporting
children to the Mt. Helena High
School—

(a) from  Mahogany Creek,
Mundaring, and Sawyers
Valley, as at present;

L&)

tralian Meat Export Works,
other local killing establishments
the position varies,

and (4) The workers at the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir de both
local consumption and export kill-
ing under the same award and are
therefore given protective cloth-
ing as provided under that award.
At other export works protective

() from Boya, Darlington, and clothing is supplied as and when
Gl‘:.'in Fﬁrl'rest asbenvidsagled considered necessary,
under the new boundaries (5) Of the protective clothing which
applying to that high is supplied, some is provided for
schoot; . the personal protection of the em-
{¢} from all those six centres ployee, and some is provided for

when the high school is up-
graded to a full five-year
categéry?

the hyglenic protection of edible
meat and edible offal, according
to the type of work performed.
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Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Police:
Are we to understand that the

(8) Yes; there is always supervision 3.
repgarding cleanliness, not only of
protective clothing, but of the

whole operation of slaughtering.
Some establishments do supply
facilities for laundering clothes.

Minister does not propose to dis-
cuss this matter with the Com-
missioner of Pelice?

. PERKINS replied:

I do not propose to give an ans-
wer at this stage.

Disclosure of Alleged Briber's Name

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

TOTALISATOR LEGISLATION
BRIBERY CLAIM

In view of the very great public
gravity involved in this situation,
1 am surprised that the Minister
has made no contact with the
Commissioner of Police. There-
fore, would he confer with the
commissioner at the earliest prac-
ticable moment and subsequently
report to the House?

. PERKINS replied.

I think I would need a lot more
material to go on before I could
take the action the Leader of the
Opposition suggests.

6.

Police Commissioner's Statement re
Taking Action 4, g[ghegﬁWKE asked the Attorney-
1. MI'.. I'I.AWKE asked the Minister for As any attempt at bribery is a
Police: matter of very serious concern,
In today's issue of The West Aus- and as an attempt to bribe a
tralian is the following article:— member of Parliament to vote in
No Action On Bribe Claim a_gﬁrlt.ailnl ciiirectio;l in connection
wi egislation is far more serious,
tak"[gwal;g}é%e gg Il:g p;ﬁggog%:g would he investigate the question
as to whether the process of law,
that a bribe was offered to Mr, and theref th §
Ray O’Connor, Liberal M.L.A. et ereiore e process o
for North Perth, to defeat the justice, is not heing obstructed by
Government’s off-course totalls- the refusal of the member for
ator legislation North Perth to make available the
; f s name of the person who is sup-
Police Commissioner O'Brien posed to have offered him a bribe
said yesterday there had been int this matter? I am not asking
no complaint made and there- at this stage that the Atiorney-
fore no action could ke taken. General should ask the member
Mr. OConnor alleged last for North Perth to make the name
Friday that money had heen available publicly, but that he
offered to him on behalf of an should at least make it available
S.P. bookmaker to vote against confidentially to the Attorney-
the legislation. He said that as General. However, the question is:
far as he was concerned the in- Will the Attorney-General investi-
cident was closed. gate the query as to whether the
Is that report authoritative in re- brocess and course of justice are
gard to the expression of an opin- not being obstructed by the re-
ion in the matter by the Commis- fusal to make this name available?
sioner of Police? Mr. WATTS replied:
. PEREKINS replied: I have already had some discussion
1 cannot answer that question, be- on this question with an officer
cause I have not discussed the re- of the Crown Law Department,
port with the Commissioner of but I am unable to express any
Police., I presume that whatexégr opinion at this stage.
statement he made to the reporter -
who discussed the matter with > gghegﬁWKE asked the Attorney
Eg’ was carefully considered by Will he have further consultattons
) and make further investigations
Consultation Between Minister and as he thinks appropriate in the
Commissioner of Police matter, and report. to the ‘)House
Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for at the earliest possible date?
Police: Mr. WATTS replied:

I thought that the answer to the
first question implied that I would
have further discussions, because
I said that I would not express
an opinion “at this stage” As to
the rest of the honourable mem-
ber's question, that would depend
on what is said {o me.

Ministers’ Foreknowledge of Allegation
Mr.

HAWEKE asked the Premier:

Did the Premier or any eof his
Ministers have any discussion
with the member for North Perth
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before the member for North
Perth made his statement avail-
able to the newspaper reporter?

BRAND replied:
No; not that I am aware of.

Report by the Speaker

. HAWEKE asked the Speaker:

Have you, Mr. Speaker, yet had an
opportunity of investigating the
position in this matter from the
point of view of Parliament and
the alleged attempi made to
violate the integrity of Parlia-
ment?

If so, have you any report to
make to the House?

If not, will you have the matter
considered comprehensively as
soon as possible and report back
to the House?

The SPEAKER replied:

(o))

Mr.

to (3) The matter was drawn to
my attention when I arrived at
the House at midday today., I
have had a somewhat cursory look
into the position, but at present
my investigations rather indicate
that there does not appear to be
any channel I could explore. I
have no machinery available to
me for making investigations; and
as far as I am concerned ai the
moment there is an unconfirmed
newspaper report which makes
certain allegations and involves
the member for North Perth. How-
ever, I will have a further look at
the matter.

WHARYF APRONS
Washing with Sall Waler

CURRAN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

Mr.

In view of his very brief answer
to question MNo. (3) on the notice
paper—he did not go into any de-
talls as to why salt water was un-
suitable—will he give an explana-
tion as to why salt water is not
suitable for this purpose?

. WILD replied:

A report was furnished to me hy
the General Manager of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, and it con-
tains technical reasons and data
as to why salt water is not suit-
able. I have not the report with
me, but I will bring it to the
House tomorrow for the informa-
tion of the honourable member,

CURRAN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

1)

Is the Minister aware that on the
wharf there exists a drainage sys-
tem which diverts the water away
from all electric cables laid under
the wharf?

2
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I submit in explanation of my
question that, during the winter
moenths, incessant rain descends
on the wharf, and a drainage
system is made available so that
the water is immediately taken
away. Would the Minister raise
this question with the responsible
authorities to find out the reason
why they ave evading this issue?—
because it is a very sore point
with the residents of Fremantle,

WILD replied:

I find it rather difficult to deter-
mine which is question and which
is statement. It would be best if
the honourable member were to
put his question on the notice
paper, and I shall see that he gets
a satisfactory answer tomorrow.

NORTH-WEST CONSULTANT
Mr. Baron Hay's Appoiniment

10. Mr,

BICKERTON asked the Minister

for the North-West:

1

2)

Did the Minister see a report in
The West Austrglian that Mr.
Baron Hay was to be the north-
west adviser?

If so0, would he he kind enough to
elaborate a little on the report and
say what type of adviser Mr. Baron
Hay is to be—whether he is to be
an agricultural adviser, or whether
he will deal with administration
matters, mining matters, and
matters generally affecting the
north-west, as well as agricultural
matters?

. COURT replied:

I saw the statement in the paper;
in fact I supplied information to
the Press from which, no doubt,
the statement was written. But I
thought it was made very clear in
the statement—from what I recall
of it—that Mr. Baron Hay had
been retained as a consultant. He
will have no executive responsi-
bility whatever. He will be purely
a consultant to undertake certain
investigations, It was felt that
because of his great knowledge of
the State he would, whilst he was
still available, be a wvery suitable
persen in this particular capacity.

. Bickerton: A consultant for what?
. COURT': 1 stress he will have no

executive capacity. He will be
appointed purely to investigate
certain projects that are current,
and to investigate certain projects
that are in prospect, and to advise
on the projects and matters he in-
vestigates.
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12,

13.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Foreknowledge of Details by Private
Members

Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Is it not the general practice for
a Minister or the Government not
to reveal the effect of a Bill to a
private member before the Bill is
introduced to either House of
Parliament?

(2) Did the Minister inform the mem-
ber for Sublaco of the contents
of a Bill which it is alleged will
be introduced into this House; or
was it one of his departmental
officers?

Mr. WILD replied:

I take full responsibility for per-
sonally advising by letter the
member for Subiaco of the prob-
able type of legislation that would
be introduced in this House,

Mr. Hawke: Why did the Minister not
go t0 the meeting?

e
ABSENCE OF GOVERNOR
Delegation of Powers

Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

(1) Can he inform the House whether
the Governor, who is outside the
State—I notice he is on Cocos
Island—Ileft behind him powers
by which the Lieutenant-Governor
can execute all the powers that the
Governor can?

(2) If not, does he not think it would
have been right for the Governor
to do so?

Mr. BRANLD replied:

It is a difficult question for me to
answer off the cuff, as it would
be for most members here. I
assume that the powers of the
Lieutenant-Governor are stuch that
when the Governor is out of the
State he has a commission to ach
for the Governor.

. J. Hegney: That is not so.

. BRAND: I could not say. If the
honourable member was soO
anxious to get the information, he
might have chosen a more likely
place than here to get$ it.

Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

On the same question, I had
experience with the Crown Law
Department some months ago. A
man had received a pardon for
a certain offence, and documents
were awaiting signature at the
Governor's residence. On that
occasion His Excellency was in the
Eastern States on holidays, and
there was no power by which the
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Lieutenant-Governor could sign
the documents. As a result, this
person had to wait at least a week
before the Governor returned.

I see that at the moment the
Governor is cutside the State, and
there may be similar doecuments
awaiting signature because of
decisions made, possibly, by Execu-
tive Council or by the Crown Law
Department; but the Governor
may have left behind him no
power for the Lieutenant-Governor
to sign such decuments.

The SPEAKER: What is the question?

Mr. BRAND replied:

I understand that a commission
was published Iin last week's
Government Guazette,

Mr. J. Hegney: I am not asking you
that. You ought to know; you are
the Premier.

Mr. BRAND: Had the honourable
member been so keenly interested
in this matter, he could have
given me the opportunity of
getting the actual information,
because it would have bheen no
trouble whatsoever to obtain it

.. from the Premier's Department.

i S

WATER RATES

Tabling of “Pay-as-you-use” Commitlee’s

Report

14, Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

At last Thursday’s sitting, 1
asked the Minister for Works
whether he would make available
the report of the committee which
was set up for the purpose of
going into the new system for
water rating. The Minister under-
took to confer with the Premier
and advise me in due course. Is
the Minister now in a position to
advise whether it is his infention
to make the report available?

Mr. WILD replied:

I have conferred with the Premier.
We have, as yet, not finished with
the detail of the report, but I have
no doubt I will be able to make it
available to the House before the
end of the session.

15, Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

In view of the fact that s Bill,
presumably based upon that re-
port, appears on the notice paper
and is due to come up for its
second reading, will the Minister,
if he intends to make the report
avgilable, make it available in time
to be used in connection with the
second reading debate on the Bill?
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WILD replied:

In reply to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, I would say the
Bill is not framed on the com-
mittee’s report. The Bill covers,
as the honourable member will
hear later today—it is my inten-
tion to introduce the Bill today—
a variety of things appertaining to
water supplies. I can only report
that when Cabinet has given full
and final consideration io this
document, it will be presented to
the House.

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

17. Mr.

Whether or not the proposed legis-
lation is based on the report,
surely the Minister will appreciate
that the report would have a dis-
tinct bearing upon any new pro-
posals. In view of that, such
report would be of considerable
assistance to members in their
deliberations with regard to the
new proposals. Will the Minister
do his best to make the report
available so that it can be con-
sidered in conjunction with the
new legislation?

. WILD replied:

I doubt whether the report will
be available before this Bill is
finalised. But if it can be made
available, it will be. However, as
I have said, I rather doubt it,
because it does contain certain
recommendations in regard to
rates which are not applicable to
the amending Bill. They will be
determined in March or February
next year, when, as the honourable
member knows, the department
determines the rates for the forth-
coming year. There i{s nothing in
that regard that is applicable to
the present piece of legislation.

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

Mr.

As he was able to advise the
member for Subiaco in advance
of the other members of this
Parliament of the contents of the
proposed Bill, what reasons could
there possibly be for withholding
from members the contents of the
report?

WILD replied:

On the question of withholding in-
formation from members of Par-
liament, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has had enough ex-
perience as a Minister to know
that when Cabinet receives a re-
port it considers it very carefully
and releases it for publication
when Cabinet thinks it should be
released. In this instance Cab-
inet is not yet ready to release
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that report. If it can be released
this session it will be; and, if it
cannot, that is all there Is to it.

WORKERS’' COMPENSATION ACT
Second Reading of Amending Bill

18. Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Labour:

In view of the public importance
of the forthcoming Bill to amend
the Workers" Compensation Act,
which Bil] has been on the notice
paper for some time, can he give
the House any indication when
the second reading of the measure
will take place?

. PERKINS replied:
The drafting of the Bill is almost
completed. There - are certain
notes that I am sfill preparing,

but I hope to be ahle to introduce
the Bill tomorrow,

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Forekcnowledge of Details by Private

Members

19. Mr. ANDREW asked the Premier:

20.

21.

With reference to the question
asked earlier in the sitting by the
member for West Perth of the
Minister for Works, is he ac-
quainted with and does he approve
of the fact that the Minister for
Works gave prior information to a
private member about a Bill to be
introduced to this House?

. BRAND replied:

I was aware of the information
which the Minister for Works
passed on, and, as all members
know, there are many topics
which become the subject of a
Bill which are disclosed to the
public before the actual legisla-
tion is introduced. 'The main
principles of our intention were
disclosed to the private member,
and I was aware of that.

. ANDREW asked the Premier:

In view of the fact that a private
member has obtained information
from a Minister regarding a BIil
to be introduced, are we to take
that as a precedent for the future?

. BRAND replied:
No.

. ANDREW asked the Premier:
Would he explain why such in-
formation was given to one private
member and not to others?

. BRAND replied:

If the circumstances are such
that we can disclose information
of that kind we generally make it
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public to the Press or to members,
from time to time, All members
have received letters from Pre-
miers of various Governments in-
dicating their intention to do
certain things which, finally, are
the subject of legislation.

WATER RATES

Private Members’ Foreknowledge of
Commitiee’s Report

22. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:
Has any member of Parliament,
outside the Cabkinet, been granted
the privilege of viewing the re-
port about which I asked guestions
a few momenis ago, which I di-
rected to the Minister for Works?

. BRAND replied:
Not that I am aware.

ABSENCE OF GOVERNOR
Delegation of Powers

23. Mr. WATTS: The member for Middle
Swan may be interested to know
that the power of the Governor
to appoint a deputy, either as
Governor or as Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor—

The SPEAKER: Is this a personal
explanation or an answer to a
question?

WATTS: It is an answer to a
question, and the answer can be
found on page 251 of the Stonding
Rules and Orders of the Legisia-
tive Assembly. If the honourable
member so desires he can see it
there,

. Hawke: Mr. Speaker, on a point
of information, is the Attorney-
General entitled to answer a gues-
tion which has not heen put to
him?

Mr.

ANNtJAL ESTIMATES, 1960-1961

In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 3rd November, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair.

Votes—Department of Industrial De-
velopment, £207,495; North-West, £2,459,
665; Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£422,560 (partly considered):

SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray) [5.5]1:
When these votes were under discussion
the other evening I rose to say a few
words; but, instead, I moved that progress
be reported, which motion was agreed to.
Principally, I want to refer to the North-
West Vote. I notice in today's issue of
The West Australian that there is an in-
teresting supplement dealing with indus-
trial development in this State. If we
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could put party polities aside for the
time being, it would be generally agreed
that the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment is performing a very practical job in
trying to establish secondary industries in
this State.

Mr. Heal: You’ll get on!

Sir ROSS McLARTY: As I know, from
my previous experience as a Minister, his
task is not an easy one. The Eastern
States, with a much larger population and
many large cities, have advantages which
Western Australla does not enjoy. Those
people who are looking fo Australia as a
place in which to invest their money and
establish industries are naturally concern-
ed with the home market; and when they
establish industries in States such as Vie-
toria and New South Wales they have the
advantage of large centres of population to
assist them in marketing their products.

However, the recent visit of British in-
dustrialists to this State should bring ahout
some good. Their visit was not very
lengthy, but they seemed to move around
quite a deal; and, having extremely active
minds, they were interested in all they
saw. I have no doubt that when they
return o QGreat Britain they will be able
to speak of Western Australia with some
practical experience, and the results may
prove beneficial to us.

The Government should try to exert
pressure in the proper quarter to have a
fully-integrated iron and steel industry
established in Western Australia. When
we encouraged PBroken Hill Pty Ltd, to
establish a steel rolling mill in this State
we hoped it would be a forerunner to an
iron and steel industry. At¢ present, steel
is in short supply in Australia. Only
yvesterday several farmers spoke to me
about the shortage of fencing wire in this
State. That is a serious matter for the
farming community. If we are to encour-
age farming and land development in
Western Australia it is most essential that
fencing material be made available to the
settlers.

The rolling mili supplies a good deal of
our needs at present, particularly steel
posts and a few other steel products. At
the same time, until we can get a fully-
integrated iron and steel industry estab-
lished in this State I believe that our
secondary industries will lag behind in
comparison with those in other States of
Australia.

We all know, of course, that it takes a
tremendous amount of money to set up a
fully-integrated iron and steel industry.
Further, we hope to find some means by
which we can coke our coal. I recall that,
during my term of office as Premier, not
only were the Government experts abroad
trying to see what could be done in the
way of coking Collie coal, but also Broken
Hill Pty, Ltd. had its experts and technical
men abroad to see what they could do in
this respect.
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Mr. May:
ehough action!

Sir ROSS McLARTY: 1 cannot agree
that there has not been any action. I
think there has been a genuine attempt to
try to solve this problem, but up to date
no progress has been made.

Mr, May: As I say, too much talk!

Sir ROSS McLARTY: In replying to
the member for Collie I would say that we
have to keep on talking about these things,
even though one may have to be an expert
to find out all there is to be found out
about a matter such as this. There has to
be talk, and a great deal of thought as
well. ¥ it will achieve anything I hope
that the talk will continue, and that re-
search will continue, too. 1 also hope the
Government will be able to persuade some-
body to take steps to start a fully-integra-~
ted iron and steel industry in Western
Australia.

Mr, May: You know as well as I do that
they can coke Collie coal.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: 1 know that re-
ports have been received to the eflect that
it has been coked; but whether it would be
economic in regard to establishing a fully-
integrated iron and steel industry I do not
know; and neither does the member for
Collie. If that information is to hand I
would be glad to hear about it.

Mr. May: All the foundries in Perth have
used it.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: If that is so, per-
haps the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment can supply us with some information
about it.

Mr. May: I hope he will.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: Perhaps the
honourable gentleman will ask him a few
questions on the subject to ascertain what
informaticn he has received.

Mr. Hawke: How these south-westerners
love each other!

Sir ROSS McLARTY: Like many cther
members, I have been interested in the
establishment of a sponge iron industry in
this State, about which there has heen a
great cdeal of talk. If anything can come
from the deal that has been mentioned,
the south-west will certainly get a boost.
1 hope the Government is assisting and
encouraging—

Mr. May: It has not done much up to
date,

Sir ROSS McLARTY: —those who are
making investigations in regard to its
establishment. We have also been informed
—through the Press, and by other means—
that bauxite deposits in this State could
be develaped into a great industry. I have
heard it said that £20,000,000 could be
spent on such development. No doubti the
same sum could be expended to develop
a sponge iron industry.

Too much talk and not
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I any of these industries could be given
a start it would certainly give the State
a great boost. We are always seeking
markets for our primary products. As the
home market {s usually the best, the most
efficient way to create a home market is
to expand our secondary industries; and
it is to be hoped, of course, that that will
be done on a decentralised basis.

As I said earlier, I actually rose to my
feet to speak on the North-West Vote.
I am glad to see there has heen an in-
crease made in this vote. Just prior to
the commencement of this session I
visited the north-west for a period of six
or seven weeks and travelled over great
areas.

Mr. Hawke: On horseback?
Sir ROSS McLARTY: No.
The CHEAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!

8ir ROSS McLARTY: I had a good Iook
at the back country.

Mr. May: You got well sunbﬁrnt whilst
you were up there.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I have heard it
said by members representing the morth-
west that some people travel up there by
boat, loock at the country through a port-
hole, and then come hack fo Perth as
authorities on the Kimberleys and the
north. I do not profess or claim to be an
authority. But I have been in that huge
area 2 few times; and I have been inter-
ested in it all my life. Some of my an-
cestors went to the Kimberleys in the very
earliest days of this State—long hefore I
was born; and I suppose long before any
other member of this Chamber was .hornh.

Mr. Hawke: What aboul the member
for Avon Valley?

Sir ROSS McLARTY: It may have been
later than he was born; I was forgetting
him. When I went through that huge
area, I was struck by the need for good
roads. The member for Kimberley has
had something to say about this on several
occasions during this session, and he has
stressed the need for road development in
that area. We know it is quite true that
more money than ever is being spent in
the north-west and the Kimberleys; but
when one considers the huge areas of the
Kimberleys and the north-west, one can
readily understand why more and more
money will be required for development in
those areas.

Whatever may happen in that area—
and I speak particularly of the Kimherleys
—for & long while to eome the chief in-
dustry will be beef-raising. That would
apply even if oil, or some other precious
mineral, were found. If the beef raising
industry were taken out there would be
very little left in that huge area.

It may be said that I know very little
ahout the West Kimberley district. But
I do know something about that area. Of
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the East Kimberley I have a very limited
knowledge indeed. 1 should say, however,
that to a large extent the conditions
which exist in the West Kimberleys would
also affect the East Kimberleys, particu-
larly from an economic point of view, and
also from a seasonal point of view.

To revert again to beef preduction. In
these days it is necessary that quality
should be the watchword. If we are to
have quality we must transport our stock
under good conditions. There is keen
competition on the world market. There
is competition from the Argentine, and
from other countries; and many people are
telling us that the outlook for beef on the
world market, and on the home market,
is very bright. But these conditions can
quickly change; and efforts are being
made in such countries as the Argentine,
Russia, the United States, and others, to
step up beef production, not only to feed
their own people, but also to create an
export market for their produce.

Mr, Nalder: I would hazard a guess that
beef production will be the highlieht of
agricultural industry in Western Australia
for a long time to come.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I think the Min-
ister is quite right; but whatever the
future of the beef industry might be,
quality should be the watchword. There
has without doubi heen a great improve-
ment in the quality of our beef in these
parts over recent years. Ih confining my
remarks to the West Kimberleys in par-
ticular, I would say that we will not get
that first-quality beef unless we can trans-
port our stock under good conditions. The
days of the drover are just about over. It
is extremely difficult to find a drover in the
Kimberleys today; and, as a result, the
cattle are being transported by road train.

It is not hard to realise that cattle in
a road train, transported over rough roads,
receive a pretty severe jolting and bruis-
ing; with the resuit that the beef is graded
down from perhaps first quality to third
quality, and this causes heavy losses to
the beef producers. Even today we are
still sending cattle from the Kimberleys by
ship.

Only a short while ago I was reading in
an ancient Hansard a speech made many
years ago by my father. He visited the
Kimberleys and had a look there for him-
self. He saw thousands of cattle shipped
from the Kimberleys, and closely in-
spected them. In his speech he said he
thought it was a most primitive method
of dealing with cattle, and deplored their
having to be shipped down to the southern
markets, or anywhere else.

I emphasise the fact that it is not pos-
sible to get first-class beef when the cattle
have to be frucked over rough roads; then
put into ships, unloaded, again put into
yards, and from the yards again put into

[ASSEMBLY.]

cattle trucks, and sent to the various kill-
ing works. When one stops to consider
this sequence one realises the rough time
the catile get. I certainly would not like
tc be a hullock.

Mr. Bovell: What about a bull?

Sir ROSS McLARTY: These are mat-
ters which must be faced up to. If we are
to succeed in encouraging the cattle in-
dustry in the Kimberleys, the matter of
transport, and marketing generally, should
be the keen concern of those responsible.

Mr. Bickerton: It is a pity the Minister
for the North-West is not present to hear
vou; I agree with you entirely.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am sorry the
Minister is not here, but he told me he
had been. called out. Perhaps he will do
me the honour of spending a little time
reading what I have had to say.

Mr. Brand: I am sure he will.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: While I was
speaking a moment ago, somebody said
something about buils. I am not sure
what was meant, or intended; but all I
can say with regard to bulls is that good
bulls are necessary in that country; be-
cause, without good bulls, the quality of
the stock will not be good.

In moving over that huge area, I was
struck by the different pastures I saw.
Some of the grasses I saw were of no use
to the ¢ountry whatever, but yet they were
taking possession of large areas. We know
that in certain parts of the State noxious
weeds have taken possession. This has
come about largely because we have been
negligent, and have let them get away until
they have become a real problem to deal
with. Down in the large area represented
by the member for Eyre, and about which
he is so enthusiastic, I would say that one
of the most important things to which they
should give their attention is the preven-
tion of the spread of noxious weeds.

I had not seen some of these grasses
before. I went inte one grass—which no
doubt the member for Kimberley would
have avoided—ealled gallon’s curse. 1
found I was covered with prickles, and I
had rather an uncomfortable time. This
is a curse that gets into the sheep’s wool;
and I wonder what the Deparitment of
Agriculture might be doeing about this
matter. The weed seems ta follow the
rivers and creeks, and it certainly is a
curse. I think it could have a serious effect
on the wool industry.

Mr. Rhatigan: The buffel grass, par-
ticularly in the Broome area, has com-
pletely done away with gallon's curse.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am very inter-
ested to hear that. I also saw another
grass there; and on asking whether it was
of any value, I was informed it was quite
useless. I was told its name was “hunt the
squatter”; and I think it would hunt any-
body. It has taken possession of a great
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deal of the country. This weed actually
does take over, and renders the country
useless. It will be a pity if something
ecannot be done to control it.

There is another weed called rattlepod,
which causes horse diseases—or walkabout
I think it is generally called. I do not
know whether this is the only shrub which
causes that disease; but it is very sad to
see horses in the Kimberleys that are
affected by it. It has been prevalent for
many years. Attempts have been made to
breed horses in the West Kimberley dis-
trict, but very heavy losses have been
sustained. I know that on the river
frontages, where rattlepod is prevalent, it
causes heavy losses among horses.

This horse disease is not new; it has
been known for many years. Qur scientists
have been working on it; and until the
problem is overcome, certain stations in
the Kimberleys will have extreme difficulty
in maintaining their horse strength.

The member for Kimberley mentioned
something about buffel grass. I saw this
buffel grass growing right through the
townsite of Broome, where it had taken
over. Attempts were being made to grow
it on the commonage where the cattle are
depastured waiting to be slaughtered in
the Broome meatworks. I saw this grass
on a numnber of stations. There is no doubt
it will serve a great purpose in that area.
It is a chance grass; and by that I mean
it entered the district by some chance,
and has proved a great asset indeed.

In the areas further south, also, we have
chance grasses. One of these is subter-
ranean clover; and this made a tremend-
ous difference to the carrying capacity
of the south-west and other parts of the
State. If the buffel grass spreads through-
out the Kimberleys, and is given a chance
to establish itself, it will no doubt revolu-
tionise the carrying eapacity of that
country. Birdwood grass would also be a
great factor in helping to increase pasture
development in that area.

Mr. Nalder: If controlled grazing is
carried out I think the spread of buffel
grass will automatically follow.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: 1 think the Min-
ister is right. I noticed the spread of
buffel grass, particularly in the vicinity
of tanks and bores which were fenced off.
and around houses and buildings. I think
it would be very wise if stations had ex-
perimental plots. The owners should fence
off small areas near the stockyards and
bores to try to give this grass an oppor-
tunity to spread. Greater efforts should
be made in those areas to encourage the
spread of grasses such as buffel and bird-
wood, and perhaps other grasses, in order
that the carrying capacity of the country
can be considerably increased.

Another grass which I am told is of value
is kapok—yet another chance grass. I saw
that type of grass growing over a wide
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area. I am told it has a beneficial value not
much below that of lucerne; and there is
no doubt that it is a good sheep fodder.
Cattlemen tell me the cattle eat if, too,
when they get used to it.

It is a prolific grower and it should be
encouraged. Perhaps when the Minister
for Agriculture is introducing his estimates
he could tell us something about this grass,
and give us the opinion of his officers, and
what their views are in regard to the
grawing and spreading of it. In this huge
area, more attention should be paid both
by the Department of Agriculture and the
station-owners in the matter of doing more
and still more to grow these grasses which
we know have been so successfully grown
there,

Mr. Rhatigan: No truer words have ever
been said; and I hope the Minister will
endeavour to convince the absentee owners
of the necessity for carrying out your
suggestion.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I now wish to say
a word or two about a few other matters
as a result of my visit to the area. The
need to continue with vermin eradication
is still very necessary. I was going to pay
a tribute to the officers of the Department
of Agriculture for the work they are doing
in the Kimberleys. But the member who
represents that district will have a much
greater practical knowledge than I have.
However, there is a Mr. Fitzgerald in the
West Kimberley distriet. He is very keen,
and he is most co-operative with station-
owners. He is doing a really good job.

I notice that in the estimates an amount
has been made available for work at the
Abydos, Woodstock, Kimberley, and Gas-
coyne Research Stations. That is money
well spent. Just what is happening at
Abydos and Woodstock I do not know.
When I was in office I tried to make as
much money available as I possibly could
to assist in the research work in those
areas represented by the member for Pil-
bara. I was keen that we should try to do
something to grow more grasses, shruhs, or
whatever they might be called; and to do
something to deal with the vermin menace.

As I said a minute or two ago, this fieht
against vermin must be continued. I have
heard it said that pastoralists have been
to blame for the eating out of the river
frontages, for overstocking, and for not
making provision for sufficient backwaters.
To be perfectly candid, I think there has
been some justification for that criticism;
but the problem has now been largely
overcome. Even s0, if there had not been
any sheep or cattle in the Kimberleys,
there would still be hundreds of thousands
of kangaroos to deal with. They naturally
like sweet food, and they would keep along
the river frontages.

Mr. Bovell: Donkeys are a great menace.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: As the Minister
for Lands says, donkeys are a great menace.
I saw quite a large number of donkeys as
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I moved about. However, they are being
shot. In the areas which I visited I saw
hundreds, to put it mildly. I read re-
cently that in the Halls Creek district,
something like 11,000 donkeys were shot.
This was in the report of the chief of the
Agriculture Protection Board. He said
that the shooting of these donkeys made
no appreciable difference,

Mr. Nulsen: Is donkey meat edible?

Sir ROSS McLARTY: No. Perhaps the
number was 7,000, I had better not try
to draw the long bow. However, he said
the shooting of this number did not make
any appreciable difference. According to
a report I had from the Kimberleys a few
days ago, 500 donkeys were shot in a trap.
In the early days donkeys were useful
animals. They carted wool to ports and
fulfilled a useful role. However, they were
let go and no-one worried about them,
with the result that they bred in their
many thousands. They eat as much good
pasture as bullocks and sheep do, and they
AYe nNOW a menace.

So is the kangaroo. I am told there
are not as many Kangaroos as there used
to be, and that poisoning and shooting
has got rid of many thousands of them.
1 do not know what the position is in the
East Kimberleys. I do not know whether
there are as many there as in the west,
but efforts are being made to get rid of
them. If they are not eradicated, they
will be like the rabbits were in this area—
they will take possession. The best of the
fodder will go, and the carrying capacity
of the country will be greatly reduced. So
the Agriculture Protection Board has
really an important problem to face in
regard to vermin eradication in the Kim-
berley areas,

Mr. Rhatigan: The dingo is a very great
menace.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: When I was in
the Kimberleys recently, I met a dingo
trapper about 200 miles from Derby. He
was at work, and I thought that whatever
he gets—

Mr. Rhatigan: If you met one trapper
you met 50 per cent. of them. There are
only two employed.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: They are well
worth the money they receive for doing
this work. I was impressed with the water
wall spray which I saw at Derby, and
which sprays mainly for tick fever—and, 1
‘believe, for buffalo fly as well. I think
that has been a wonderful innovation. We
know that when cattle are coming ‘from
certain areas in the Ximberleys to be
shipped some come from clean country
and go through tick country; and there are
‘very heavy losses indeed. I have known
as many as 100 bullocks to be thrown over-
“board after & ship has been out of port for
.about 24 hours. Members can visualise
what sort of loss that is, particularly hav-
dng regard to the price of cattle today.
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This water wall spray seems to be doing
a very good and very bpractical job. It
gives immunity for about a week, and that
period allows the cattle to reach the
market here. Amongst the thousands of
cattle that have been shipped this season,
the losses from tick fever have bheen very
small indeed, and certainly the smallest
there have ever been.

I want to give credit to the previous
Minijster for the North-West (Mr, Strick-
land) for his assistance in this regard. He
was keen to get these sprays in operation;
and the present Minister for the North-
West has also been of very great assis-
tance. They have certainly done something
through their combined efforts—

Mr. Bickerton: I did not think you
Wi?‘;‘,ltlld 1}eave the member for Kimherley qut
0 at.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: —to encourage
the cattle grower in that district. Yes;
the member for Kimberley has been co-op-
erative and helpful, and I think his efforts
are fully appreciated also.

Mr, Brand: He is always very nice to
everybody.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I do not want to
detain the Committee any further, except
to finish on the note on which I started. I
want to say this to the Minister: that the
first need of the Kimberleys, in my opinion
—and in the opinion of a great number of
people living there—is better roads. I
think they come before anything. We talk
about a deep-water port, and about this,
that, and the other; but the first essential,
by far, is good roads.

Mr. Nulsen: Good black roads.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: It does not mat-
ter whether it is the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment or the State Government that is
spending the money, because money spent
on road development is a vast investment
that should be made in that great area.

When introducing his estimates the
other night, the Minister said something
to the effect that two departments would
be needed for the north. I think that
suggestion has something to commend it.
The north-west and the Kimberleys are
twe huge areas. In a speech he made
recently, the member for Eyre was talking
about the need for more states. So far as
area is concerned, both the Kimberleys and
the north-west would qualify as states.

Mr. Wild: I wonder whether the hon-
ourable member realises that this year 19
per cent. of the total allocation of main
roads funds is being spent in the north-
west on roads.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am indeed
pleased to hear the Minister say that more
and still more money is being spent on
north-west roads.

Mr. Wild: It is £1,600,000.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I would say that
more and more is required.
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Mr. Fletcher: The Kimberleys are north
of the north-west,.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: If those two great
areas could have two separate departments
it would be all to the good. I think the
members representing the north-west and
the Kimberleys would agree with me in
that respect. Many of their problems are
similar, but quite 2 number are not; and
those are facts which should be taken into
consideration. I hope the Minister will give
further consideration to the reference he
made to the need for two separate author-
ities to deal with those huge areas, and
that he will put his thought into practice.

MR, ROWBERRY (Warren) [5.44]1: 1
listened with a great deal of interest to
the member for Murray and fo the honour-
able members who preceded him. When
the member for Murray sang the praises of
the north-west and elaborated on the
necessity for something to be done for the
north-west, I was a bit concerned that it
was not until he was prompted by the
Minister for Lands that he remembered to
mention the scourge of donkeys in that
area. -

Sir Ross MeLarty: I noted that.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Apparently there is
something in the north-west which is very
good for the well-being of donkeys; and
when the member for Murray summed up
at the end of his speech and said that
one of the things vitally necessary for
the north-west was roads, I thought he
was going to say the eradication of don-
keys. In the south-west we are not
plagued with donkeys of the four-legged
variety; and it is about that district I
wish to speak this evening.

It has been said—and it should be said
as often as possible—that the forests of
the south-west corner of Western Austra-
liz have a tremendous potential for de-
velopment in the sphere of wood use. In
addition to providing material to meet the
long-term requirements of an expanding
population the State can offer vast sup-
plies of wocd suitahle for processing. Woaod
pulp and paper resources are more than
adequate fo supply for all time the needs
of the largest wood-using plant in Aus-
iralia,

I notice that the Minister has now
returned. I did think, when the mem-
her for Murray began his speech, that he
and I would have to waste our sweethess
on the desert air.

Mr. Court: ‘The member for Murray
knew why I was absent.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I wish to draw the
Minister’s attention to the fact thaf there
is capacity in the south-west region of the
State—especially the forest region—to sus-
tain wood pulp and paper-making mills.
It has been estimated that the marri or
redgum alone would be very useful in the
making of paper pulp, paper board, and
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paper. It has been estimated that there
is enough there to provide at least 400 tons
a day for the next 100 or 200 years. A
quantity of 400 tons of wood waste per day
is available from the mills—namely, marri
or red gum, 200 tons; karri log and young
regrowth trees, 100 tons; and waste from
the milis—that comes out of the chutes
and is burned—100 tons. That is an over-
all total of 400 tons available per day for
processing into paper pulp.

In addition, there is an unlimited supply
of water, very necessary for the process-
ing of paper pulp. Incidentally, Y was
indeed surprised and disappeointed when
the Minister recently announced in this
House thaf Australian Paper Manufac-
turers Ltd. were going to establish a mill in
the metropolitan area. The metropolitan
area has now reached ahout the limit of
its capacity to supply water for industrial
and personal use. We have had severe
water shortages in the past two or three
vears; and yet we still insist upon estab-
lishing industries in the metropolitan area
which make greater demands on our water
supplies.

In the south-west, near Pemberton, there
is a stream which has been estimated to
have a daily flow of 8.39 million gallons.
It has a salinity content of only 10 grains
to the gallon, which would be of great value
for the processing of paper pulp, which
requires water with a very low salinity
conéent. There is also a good system of
roads.

In addition to the stream I have men-
tioned, there is a brook near Pemberton
called Lefroy Brook which, if dammed to
a height of 50 feet, would have a holding
capacity of 1,200 million gallons. That
would be ample for the needs of any paper
pulp mill Major mills are destroying
large portions of our timber. Of the tree
which is felled in the bush, not 50 per
cent. is taken to the mill. When we con-
sider that only 30 {o 35 per cent. of the
tree is recovered in the mill we will see
that most of our valuable timhers are
wasted at the present time.

I hope the Minister will keep that fact
in mind when discussing with interested
persons the possibility of establishing a
paper pulp mill. Researeh has shown—and
experiments have been conducted to show
—that this timber is ideal for the purpose
of processing paper pulp. I therefore hope
that in his capacity as Minister for Indus-
trial Development the Minister will keep
these facts bhefore him at all times.

There is another aspect of the use of
timber which has not been exploited to the
extent that it could be. I refer to the use
of our smaller timbers for decorative or
ornamentation purposes. At the time of
the timber fiesta in Manjimup there was
a beautiful exhibition of decorative timber
in the local hall, I feel that instead of our
showing these decorative timbers in local
exhibitions, where people are accustomed
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to seeing them and knowing their value,

the co-operation of the Department of

Tourism should be sought with g view to

exhibiting them in the entrance halls to

tél;;ewdepartment’s offices in the Eastern
ates.

I know, from personal contact with
people from the Eastern States, that some
of them have no idea of the value of our
timbers. Some people who are engaged in
the building industry in the Eastern States
have no idea of the value of our jarrah
as a decorative timber, or as a timber
used extensively for flooring. I have spoken
to such people, who did not know that
we produced a timber of such value or
such durability in this State.

The Minister for Industrial Development,
the Tourist Authority, and the Timber
Development Association should get to-
gether with a view to doing more than
is being accomplished now. I know that
a good job is already being done, but not
enough to boost our timber industry.
Despite the fact that most of the firms
engaged in the timber industry have
shown substantial profits in the last finan-~
cial year, there is still much to he desired
in ¢onnection with the sale of these pro-
ducts overseas and in the Eastern States.

Another aspect to which I would like
to draw the Minister’s attention concerns
the potentiality of a fruit-canning indus-
try being established in the south-west
portion of the State. I once heard the
late Sir James Mitchell, at the opening
of the first swimming pool in Pemberton,
describe the climate of the south-west as
being similar to that of California. We well
know that California is one of the bhest
stone-fruit growing districts in the world.
In fact, much of supply of our canned
peaches comes from California.

If it was possible to develop this indus-
try in California, with its eguable climate,
then it is equally possible to establish
such an industry in the south-west portion
of Western Australia. At present, the area
is comparatively free from fruit fly, and
it could be kept free from this pest once
the industry was established. There is a
move afoot at the present time to co-
ordinate efforts to this end and to inquire
into the possibility of aiding the growers
by means of a grant, as distinet from the
establishment of a factory; that is, as an
-advance to the growers to enable them to
establish orchards.

I krow that a meeting is to be called
in Bridgetown shortly to discuss such &
‘possibility, and in all probability repre-
sentation will be made to the Minister for
-gaid in this direction. I hope he will lend
2 sympathetic ear to any such approach.

I hope that the Minister—in his triple
capacity as Minister for the North-West,
‘Minister for Industrial Development, and
‘Minister for Railways—will not forget we
‘have a south-west corner of the State—
.an area which has more potentialities, and
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will probably become the biggest sustainer
of population in this State. With all dye
respect to our north-west, if we are to
sustain a population there we will have
to he able to increase our capacity to earn,
and that will be done only by expanding
industries in the seuth-west corner of the
State.

. Sponge iron and integrated steel indus-
tries have heen mentioned—ironically, by
the member for Murray, who was largely
responsible for giving away our iron ore
rights to B.H.P.

Mr. Bovell: What rubbish!

The CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Roberts): Order!

Mr. ROWBERRY: If we had that
bargaining power at the present time in
connection with our iron ore deposits—if
we could say to people who wanted our
iron ore, “Come here and exploit our iron
ote; otherwise you do not get a penny out
of us"-—it would be an easy way of build-
ing up our population. After all, it is
population that we want. As the member
for Murray mentioned, our home markets
are most important. In the establishment
of industries we must have a home market
ahle to absorb as a minimum the cost of
production.

An attempt to establish industries in
this State just for the sake of export will,
I think, largely fail because of that. In
my opinion we will never induce people to
come here and establish industries unless
they can see there is the possibility of
selling that part of the commodity which
will cover the cost of production. There-
fore I say it is a great pity, inh connection
with iron ore and sponge iron, that we
gave away this great opportunity, and sold
our birthright. Countries which sustain
large populations, and which have made
progress, have done so because of the
secondary industries which have been built
up from coal, iron, and steel.

Mr. Court: Do you know that a Labor
Government wanted to give that same
iron ore to Japan at 6d. a ton, not to be
processed in Australia?

Mr. Andrew: But it didn't do so.

Mr. Court: It tried hard to, and fought
the Commonwealth.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I am saying that had
we had control of this iron ore at the
present time we would have had one of
the greatest bargaining powers that any
State could possibly have. To my know-
ledge it was the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment that gave the iron ore away at 6d.
per ton.

However, it is too late to worry about
that now. I want to get on the soft side
of the Minister for Industrial Development
and I do not want to be involved in any
controversy. I hope he will pay some due
regard to what I have said, and that he
will take some notice of the needs of other
areas of the State.
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MR. ANDREW (Victoria Park) (6.01: I
listened with great interest fo what the
member for Murray had to say, and there
is no doubt that agriculture has played
and is playing a very important part in the
development of Western Australia. I do
not want to detract from the remarks he
made, but I do say that it is necessary, if
& State or couniry wishes to become strong
and powerfu), for it to develop its indus-
trial side as well, No country in the world
which relies only on agriculture is a strong
country; it is only when it has develaped
the industrial side of its economy that it
has become strong. I do not think any-
one can dispute that contention. However,
T realise that agriculture has played, is
playing, and will continue to play a great
parlti in the development of Western Aus-
tralia,.

Mr. Nulsen: It has played the greatest
part.
Mr. ANDREW: It has; and I am not

disputing that. But I reiterate that we
must have industrial development. There
has always been a need for Western Aus-
tralia to develop its secondary industries;
but because of the smallness of our popu-
lation it has been a hard job to attract
industries to this State. The Minister
for Industrial Development has spoken on
this matter previously; and I, too, have
spoken on the same subject. Because of
8 lack of the necessary finance it is prac-
tically impossible for Western Australia to
develop rapidly. Also, because of the
smallness of the population, we cannot get
people to start industries in Western Aus-
tralia, These Industrialists prefer to set
up their industries in the Eastern States
where the population is so much larger.

If I were a businessman, and looking at
the matter purely and simply from the
businessman’s angle, and I wanted to start
a business, T would go where the higgest
market was available—that is, where the
population was greatest. I remember the
Leader of the Opposition, when Premier,
making a statement in this Chamber about
the difficulty of attracting industries to
Western Australia. The difficulties he
spoke abouf were more or less the same as
I have mentioned. He sald it was neces-
sary, if the Government wished $o en-
courage industries here, for it to buy those
industries. This was hecessary because of
the difficulties and disadvantages I just
mentioned.

When the Chifley Government was in
office in the Federal Parliament, Mr. Chif-
ley made the statement that he had
started a number of projects—we know all
about them—and he had many others
which haed reached the drawing-board
stage, as the saying goes, which would
assist in the development of Australia.
Some of those projects were designed to
develop Western Australia.

As a matter of fact, that Government
did start certain industries here, such as
the whaling Industry; but there is one
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project which could have been started and
which would have been of great benefit to
this State: I refer to the uniform railway
gauge from Kalgoorlie to Perth, That
would have meant considerable employ-
ment for Western Australlans and would
have attracted industries to this State.

However, the present Commonwealth
Government does not seem to be worrying
about Western Australin. It should be a
Government concerned with the whole of
Australia, but it appears it is concerned
only with the Eastern States. Apparently
that is because the greatest numhber of
members in the Federal House come from
the Eastern States and, consequently, the
Commonwealth Government gets its great-
est support from those States.

In last Wednesday's issue of The West
Australian there is an article which sup-
ports the contention I have just made. It
is headed “East Criticised on W.A. Steel”.
The first paragraph of the article is very
important., It reads—

LONDON, Tues—If i1s no use the
Eastern Australian States burying
their heads in their industry and
humming “I'm eall right, Jack” while
the whole of Australia’s western fiank
is under-populated and exposed, &
Financial Times writer says today.

For this reason, he says, Australia as
a whole ought to be brooding over the
sort of proposition a handful of Aus-
tralians had heen discussing-—the
establishment of an integrated steel
works on the west coast.

The initial, undeniable, economic
disadvantages of this would be met by
8 small inerease in steel prices
throughout Australia.

The second part is headed “Sniffy” and
reats—

“Industry in the East, born and nur-
tured under tariffs deliberately erected
to ensure its survival, should not be
too sniffy about such suggestions,” the
article continues.

“For, as we ourselves have discov-
ered, where steel is, there is the
secondary industry which Australia's
West—and therefore Australla as a
whole—needs so much.”

The writer reviews what he says is
Western Australia’s outstanding prob-
lem—the need to establish secondary
industry on a scale large enough to
enable it to support a population more
commensurate with its size.

I think what is stated in that article is
true, and I only hope that those in autho-
rity in the Eastern States will take notice
of such criticism, because we have to de-
velop Western Australia; and, after ali, we
are only a small population to be charged
with that development.

Governmenis—and I am not criticising
any one particular Government—have en-
couraged, or endeavoured to encourage,
PBritish and foreign capital to invest money
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in establishing industry in Western Aus-
tralia. A good deal of that foreign capital
has come from America. While on the
boat coming home from my recent trip
overseas, I cut an item out of the news
sheet which was put on the notice board
every day. It was most revealing. This
is what the item had to say—
Melbourne, 5th August—United
States Consul General in Melbourne,
Mr, Frank Hopkins, told an American
club luncheon today he had been im-
pressed by the extent of U.S. business
in Australia. He said that U.S. invest-
ments in Australia were bigger than
in any European country except
Britain.
It is revealing to know that American
investment in Australia is greater than in
any of the European countries except
Britain, when it is realised that the major
European countries have four or five times
the population of Australia, and they are
highly-developed countries.

By getting too much foreign or American
capital into Australia we could be making
a problem for ourselves for the future;
and that is what I want to issue a word
of warning about, because other countries
have been faced with this problem. When
almost any of the South American coun-
tries want to do something their Govern-
ments find that American big business
owns practically the whole of their coun-
try, and practically all of the industry in
the country; and, in many instances, most
of the good land

Mr. Fletcher: And in North America too
—{Canada in particular.

Mr. ANDREW: I was coming to that. A
few weeks ago Professor Copland appeared
on a TV forum and made several state-
ments in answer to gquestions. He was
asked about encouraging American capital
to invest in Australia; and, during the
first part of the falk, he said he was in
favour of it. Yet in the latter stages, just
before the session closed, he made an
ahsolute contradiction of his first state-
ment by saying that Canada was now
facing a bhig problem in respect of
American capital invested in Canada. It
is a problem with which they are finding
it hard to deal; and anybody who studies
economics and international finance could
easily find the answer.

When business firms make profits in a
country they have to get those profits back
to the country in which those firms origi-
nated; and they cannot send money from
one country to another. The only thing
they can do is transfer amounts from one
country to another, but not the actual
money., The Federal Government has
borrowed a large number of dollars from
America—quite a few hundred million of
them: I quoted the figure some months
ago—and that is one way for the American
companies In Australia to get their profits
back to America. However, it is building

quire employment.
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up a problem for us for the future, because
the only way we can pay a debt to a2
country is by exporting goods to that
country and building up a fund there.

General Motors Holdens Lid. is one of
the big firms in Australia. I think the
capital sent from America to Australia
originally was £3,500,000. Yet the divid-
ends taken from Australia each year far
exceed that figure; so we are paying a very
big price for General Motors’ investment
in Australia. I do not say that General
Motars has not done something for Aus-
tralia by establishing a motor industry
here. Its technicians gave us the know-
how, and organised the industry in which
others are now engaged. But when we
have to pay abouf 180 per cent. or 200
per cent. interest a year for that capital,
the investment of a few more companies
like General Motors could mean the ruin
of Australia, because we could never pay
our debis to America in the form of
dividends. The other places I mentioned,
such as the South American ecountries
and Canada, have that problem at the
moment.

If, for instance, Canada wants to pay
dividends to the United States she has to
export goods that are sold on the American
market in order to build up a fund so that
the American investors can draw their
dividends. Therefore I believe that we
can very much overdo the attracting of
foreign capital into Australia. I have no
personal animosity towards the American
people; T have met plenty of them and 1
find them to be a very fine type. But in
the legislative halls of Ausiralia we have
to do whatever we can in the best interests
of the people of Australia.

Before concluding, I would like to say
to the Minister, and to the Government,

‘that when the Hawke Government was in

office it did its bhest {o get the people of
Western Australia to buy local goods be-
cause there is such an unbalance between
Waestern Australia and the Eastern States.
I do not knmow what the latest figures are,
but the last I saw showed that we were
buying £90,000,000 worth of goods from
the Eastern States, and we were exporting
to those States only £30,000,000 worth of
goods, an unbalance of £60,000,000, which
is a huge sum of money.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. ANDREW: I was referring to the
market which could be developed in West-
ern Australia if we could induce the people
here to buy goods made in this State, as
they should be. When the previous Gov-
ernment was in office it carried out an
advertising campaign to bring to the notice
of the people in this State the advantages
of buying goods manufactured here.

We often hear people referring to the
openings which are available for their
children when they leave schoel and re-
It has been pointed
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out that we could create employment for
such people if only Western Australians
would do the right thing and buy goods
manufactured in this State.

Since the present Government took
office, the advertising in this direction
whieh was so prevalent during the term
of office of the previous Governmenti died
down, and today there is hardly any ad-
vertisement about the need to buy goods
produced in Western Australia. I hope the
present Government will become aware of
the great need to continue the programme
of advertising undertaken by the previous
Government, because there is a £60,000,000
market offering in this State. By the sale
of goods produced in this State, employ-
ment in industry will become available to
many people,

I have not gone into this matter in great
detail, because I wanted to be brief. 1
endeavoured to put forward my point of
view so that the present Government and
the Minister in charge of the department
can consider it. Every one of us should
try to put to the fore the interests of
Western Australia. -

The points which I put forward were:
Firstly, it is difficult to induce people to
start industries in Western Australia be-
cause of our small population. Secondly
—and this is very important—the Federal
Government has not been doing the right
thing by the State of Western Australis.
It could do a great deal! more than it has
done, by spending some of the money in
‘Western Australia which it is spending in
the other States. Thirdly, I gave a warn-
ing as to the problems which might ensue
in this State if there is tco much foreign
capital—I refer mostly to U.8.A. eapital—
invested in Australia with a view to mak-
ing huge profits. Fourthly, we should en-
deavour to induce the people to support
Western Australian goods, and thereby
create a market for industry in this State.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [7.35]: I
want to make a few comments on the
theme touched on by the member for
Victoria Park; that is, industrial develop-
ment. The Government has been making
a drive for industrial development in this
State. It has received favourable Press
publicity, as distinct from the lack of
publicity given to the previous Government.
For obvious reasons, the previous Govern-
ment did not have the Press behind its
move to attract industry.

I hope that in its attempt to encourage
new industries to become established in
this State the present Government will
not overstep the mark, because there are
pertinent features of which we have to be
careful. Some people consider it desirable
to induce heavy industries to bhecome
established in this State. The problem is
whether such industries are established on
a long-term view or on a quick-return
basis.
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I attended the W.A. Export Week Forum
held at the Cottesloe Civic Centre on the
10th October. The Minister for Industrial
Development opened the forum. Although
I was very pleased to hear the speeches and
the opinions of those who addressed the
gathering, I had some reservations. I
listened to the addresses of Mr. Holmes,
the Australian Trade Commissioner desig-
nate, Cairo; of Dr. Henry Schapper—
who is the Reader in Agricultural Econ-
omies at the University of Western
Australia—relating to the primary in-
dustry export potential; of Mr. McKinley,
a director of Gadsden Pty, Ltd., and the
president of the Chamber of Manufactures,
ifl?tmg to the secondary industry poten-

al,

Perhaps the only discordant note in this
forum was the lack of representation of
the workers. Those invited to the forum
should have included more representatives
from the workers who, after all, produce
the goods for export. It is true the rural
community were fairly well represented,
but the industrial workers were not. It
seems that the organisers of the forum fell
down on that score.

I would refer to one other person who
spoke at the forum. He is the chief
manager of the Bank of New South Wales
in this State (Mr.D. M. Arnold). He spoke
on commerce and industry in export
partnership. I was rather amazed to hear
him early in his lecture lay emphasis on
the conditions which are enjoyved by trade
unionists in Australia. He was most upset
that the 40-hour week had been intro-
duced in industry. It rather appalled me
to hear him refer to the part played hy
the New South Wales Government as a
criminal act.

I well remember the time when the 40-
hour week was implemented. Among other
things, Mr. Justice Drake-Brockman of the
Federal Arbitration Court said that in his
opinion industry was in a position to carry
a 40-hour week. One could not by any
stretch of the imagination say that the
learned judge was Labor-inclined, because
for many years he had heen closely
associated in politics with the members of
the parties representing the Government
in this State. That would indicate the
learned judse gave a considered opinion
on that oceasion.

It is appalling to hear a perseon whuw,
under the guise of aiding industrial de-
velopment in this State, condemns the
working conditions of the people of this
State, and brands the action of the New
South Wales Government as criminal, It
is interesting to note that in the transeript
of his address, that particular section to
which I am now referring did not appear.
I am all the more amazed that he thought
fit to make a statement such as that,

If the Government is to encourage
industries to this State, particularly
secondary industries, it should remember
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that as a Government it does not have
the job of producing the goods. Therefore
it is incumbent on it to sponsor the in-
terests and to improve the working condi-
tions of those engaged in producing the
goods which are required for export.

It has been said on a number of occa-
sions in this House that an improvement
by a small fraction in the standard of
living of the nations which are close to our
shores—the people in Indonesia and the
Asian continent—would mean an abundant
need for goods produced in this State for
export. As the standard of living of those
peoples improves, so should the working
conditions of those engaged in industry
in this State. The conditions of the latter
should not be left to stagnate.

By improving the conditions of the
workers here we will be able to encourage
them to increase their efficiency and
capture the markef offering, We should
not criticise the workers for what
they are receiving. In future if there is
to be another Export Week Forum, the
presentation of the 1line of thought
expressed by Mr. Arnold should be left
out.

After having listened to the various lee-
turers who have given much consideration
to this subject, it would appear to me that
ouwr main export must still be of agricul-
tural products if we are to achieve any
decent equity at all. 'The figures that were
given clearly indicate that we get very little
eguity from the manufactured article; al-
though, on the other hand, a considerable
number of people are employed in the
manufacture of artiecles.

Over the past 10 years, although agri-
cultural production has increased by about
100 per cent., there has been only about a
1 per cenf. increase in the labour force
required. This shows that the new ten-
dency in farming and agriculture generally
is for goods to be produced much more
economically so far as labour is concerned
than was previously the case. It becomes
abundantly clear that our export drive
must continue along rural lines for the
purpose of finaneing other ventures that
we may desire to attract to this State. In
this way the surplus labour force will be
absorbed. Particularly is this so if migra-
]tion is to be maintained at its present
evel.

For this reason the guick development of
the potential farming areas in this State is
necessary and should receive far more
attention and some of the money that it is
proposed shall be made available to A.P.M.,
and that sort of industry. If the money to
be advanced to AP.M. which is a fully-
developed firm, were to be advanced to
rural industries, far more would be gchiev-
ed economically than will be the case under
the A.P.M. proposition. However, that is
& matter of economics and industry ver-
sus rural pursuits; and before any deter-
mination can be made along those lines,
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the figures should be thoroughly examined.
But I do suggest that some form of com-
promise should be arranged rather than
that all the money should be concentrated
on wild goose chases after big industries.

Our markets are somewhat of a problem,
but I do not think that it is a problem
which cannot be overcome, With the ever-
increasing activities of the United Nations,
within the next 10 years we will probably
find that the world's surplus food will be
channelled into some sort of pool which
can be distributed by the United Nations
and can be supplied to those countries that
are in need of food. This would be far
more advantageous than that our agricul-
tural advancement should he retarded
bhecause of the lack of markets.

The present Government is carrying on
what the previous Government started.
However, I hope that we will not have any
more people here like Sir Halford Reddish,
hecause his type of industry is not desir-
able, Inquiries I have made since I last
discussed that gentleman in this Chamber
indicate that he has in England done
exdetly the same as he set out to do in
Australia. He is progressively gobbling up
the other cement works to such an extent
that the cement is distributed in other
companies’ bags in order that the name of
some particular firm might be maintained.
However, we know that, as is the case in
this State, the cement is all made at the
one kiln and this has completely elimin-
ated the competitive spirit in the produc-
tion of cement.

I do not know a great deal ahout the
north-west; but there is one matter I
would like to bring to the attention of the
Minister, and that is the situation in the
State Shipping Service in the north. This
is something which requires the very keen
scrutiny of the .Government, particularly
when such a loss is involved. I was with
one Minister, and another was in close
proximity at the time, on the Koolamae's
May trip north. Because the San Miguel
—a, ship with a rather doubtful labour
force—was in Derby when the Hoolama
arrived, the latter had to anchor out in
the bay.

From inquiries I have made I ascertain-
ed that £800 was required to keep the
Koolame in operating order while at sea.
Therefore it would have cost around £1,0600
or £1,200 extra for that hoat to be delayed
while the San Miguel loaded some cattle
and proceeded on its way.

All north-west ports should be notified
of the proposed schedule of State ships;
and, provided they can reasonably main-
tain their schedule, they should be given
the priority that they deserve. It seems
unreasonable that the cargo that was ex-
ported by that ship should have been sub-
sidised by the people of Australia; because,
after all, the Commonwealth does assist
the State Shipping Service with a consid-
erable amount. Therefore, the people of
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Australia were forced to subsidise that
particular shipment of cattle to the tune
of £1,000 or £1,200 because of the delay
occasioned.

Of course, we know there is limited jetiy
space in the north; but a ship like the
San Miguel should have been made to wait
until a berth was available, and the
Koolama should have been given first pre-
ference. I understand that on that
occasion the San Miguel had stayed out
for some time hecause the cattle it was to
transport had not arrived at Derby. But
it should still have taken its place behind
the Koolama instead of taking the berth
before it.

I am sure that the Minister will be in-
terested to study this aspect because of the
financial problem, It appears to be an
extremely bad waste of taxpayers’ money
for that kind of condition to prevail. I
suggest, from information I have obtained,
that that situation oceurs far too often in
the north, and that it should he completely
stopped. After all, the cheaper-grade
ships should be made to bear the expense
rather than the State ships. That is all I
have to say on this particular vote.

ME. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [7.55]): 1
will speak only briefly on this vote. There
were some aspects which I overlooked
when talking about the paper pulp in-
dustry, and this will give me an oppor-
tunity to refer to them. There is far too
much emphasis placed on wooing financial

giants from within Australia and from

overseas, especially when this financial
assistance could be given to local small
and established industries. I know that
this is an occasion when the appropriate
Ministers are congratulated, but I do feel
that there is room for some further
criticism on the subject of the proposed
paper pulp industry.

The Minister has pointed out the poten-
tial which exists in relation to this par-
ticular market; and I quote from The West
Australion of the 30th September as fol-
lows:—

£2m. Potential In Mill, Says Court

The proposed Spearwood mill to be
built by Australian Paper Magnufac-
turers Ltd. would produce paper and
paper hoard worth up to £2,000,000
a year, Industrial Developmeni Min-
ister Court said in the Legislative
Assembly yesterday.

These products, when converted to
finished articles such as cartons and
bags, could be valued at more than
£10,000,000.

For that reason, I believe there is still
room for criticism of the Minister and the
Government for making such a large
amount of public money available to a
company which has such a huge potential.
I submit that the Government could well
make available portion of that sum to
smaller and established industries instead
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of to APM., which has such a huge
potential itself, and strong financial re-
sources of its own.

It has already been indicated by mem-
bers of the Opposition that this particular
company intended to come here all along
and had, in fact, obtained land for that
purpose. Despite that fact, the present
Government intends to make two-thirds of
the value of that land available to that
industry.

The Minister pointed out the prospect
that existed, in that the company could
double its expansion in 15 years’ time, I
am pleased that, as a result of this in-
dustry establishing itself here, there is a
likelihood of a further plant being built
in the O'Connor area-—Anson I believe is
the name. I hope that when it does so,
no financial assistance will be granted.
There is also another plant which will be
established to use the product of this
company, My own locality is inveolved, and
that of the member for South Fremantle,
and employment opportunities will be
afforded the people of that area. That
does not, however, detract from the fact
that the Government is bending over
backwards to make finance available to
APM. The company's turnover is esti-
mated to he worth up to £2,000,000 a year,
and yet the Government is prepared to
assist it financially to the tune of £300,000
per annum; and that seems rather
ridiculous.

Unfortunately the Minister has referred
to our criticism as sniping. Anything I
have to say Iln relation to this issue is
not said in the form of sniping. We do
not want to frighten industry away from
here: we want to see it come here so that
we may have the employment opportunities
that will flow from it. But I still do not
think it is necessary for the Government
to bend over backwards, as it has done, on
this issue. I can understand the concern
of the Minister for Industrial Development
in regard to the establishment of industry,
but I do not like his reference to our
alleged sniping on this side of the
Chamber. :

I believe I am justified in questioning
the AP.M. deal. We f{requently hear a
lot about the freedom of private enterprise,
and I do know that it does exist to some
extent because small local industries have
battled themselves into existence. They
have shown initiative in enlarging them-
selves. Unfortunately, many of them,
because of some industrial giant coming in
and effecting a take-over, have been pushed
out of business,

Big business often does not desire any
interference in its affairs, but wants to
retain its right to continue on the basis
of private enterprise. Yet here is some-
thing which is inconsistent with that prin-
eiple, because this company is not opposed
to borrowing the taxpayers’ money. al-
though, admittedly, as the Minister has
said, this money is to be lent at 5 per
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cent. But I cannot see the necessity to
ler_ld public money to such a huge enter-
prise.

This money is to be repayable, T believe,
at the end of the century. It could, over
that period, be used to hetter public advan-
tage. I have noticed that if a Labor Gov-
ernment uses public money to create a
paying industry, unfortunately the indus-
try, when it becomes a paying concern, is
sold to private enterprise.

In relation again to A.P.M., I believe the
company has enough plant and assets to
borrow the necessary money to establish
the industry here. In any case, I suggest
it is probable that it is a subsidiary of the
private banks, and that the private banks
could lend it the necessary finance to
establish the industry in Western Australia.

Mr. May: You know where they are
getting the money from?

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes.

Mr. May: They are going to strangle
the Collie industry to get that money!

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!

Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister said that
the Government loan to AP.M. would not
affect schools, hospitals, and other services,
and utilities beneficial to the public. I
suggest that £300,000 per annum would be
a bizg help to our schools, hospitals, ete.

A small householder wanting a loan
must have assets, or an equity in some-
thing against which to borrow. I suggest
that this company has plenty of assets, and
that it was not necessary for the Govern-
ment to be so lavish in the assistance it
has granted.

We want industries, but we want them
on reasonable terms. I think the terms
granted to this company are unreasonable;
and I hope that what has been done here
does not foreshadow what is to come in
relation to the establishment of other large
industries of this type. I suggest to the
Minister that he be not so lavish in the
future in assisting industries that can well
afford to help themselves. They will come
here in good time because the markets are
here, as the Minister has pointed out; and
if the markets do not exist in this State,
then they exist to the north of us.

Someone has suggested from this side
of the Chamber that the existing loans
will be fed to the company through the
medium of water rates, freieht rates, land
tax, and other taxes that have heen im-
posed during the Government's term of
office. It is not usual, during the debate
on the Estimates, to criticise such a matter
as this, but I felt it was necessary to do
it on this occasion because I missed the
opportunity earlier.

We want industry for the purpose of
employment and to provide training for our
apprentices, because recently we have lost
the opportunity to train apprentices in
Government workshops. In addition, we
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have lost and are losing a lot of tradesmen
to the Eastern States. A bricklayer of my
acguaintance saw an advertisement in an
Eastern States paper—this is relevant to
industrial development and to the question
of what the Government is up against—
and he contacted, by phone, the advertiser
in Melbourne, This advertiser who was an
employer, told him over the phone to come
to Melbourhe right away; that he would
pay the fare. My friend pointed out that
he had a family, furniture, and so on.
But the employer in Melbhourne was pre-
pared to move him to the Eastern States,
together with his family, furniture, etec.

Unfortunately, we are losing many of
our tradesmen as a result of that sort
of thing. I know that industrial develop-
ment is increasing in the Eastern States;
but whilst I concede that, I do suggest
that the answer to it is not in the making
available of huge financial assistance to
firms so that they may establish them-
selves here; because they will come here
in due course, when they can see markets
satisfactory to them. I hope we will not
hear of similar loans being made to B H.F.
or to any of the other financial giants
that exist in Australia.

Whilst I was in the north-west I learned
that the B.H.P., prior to producing one
ton of iron ore at Cockatoo Island, had
poured thousands of pounds inte the pro-
ject there simply because its profits were
s0 large that they had become an embar-
rassment, and the company had ta farm
them out somewhere. For years money
was poured into Cockatoo Island, and the
company was still paying a huge dividend.

A member: How do you know that?

Mr. FLETCHER: I know it, because I
was there. I draw that parallel between
BHP. and APM.—and one is probably
a subsidiary of the other—to show how
unjustified is the Government in giving
financial assistance to such giants.

Progress reported, and leave granted to
sit again at a later stage of the sitting.

(Continued on page 2518)

FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPFLY,
SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. WILD {Dale—Minister for Water
Supplies) [8.131: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
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This amending Bill is beihg introduced
as it is considered that there are a num-
ber of anomalies in the water-rating sys-
tem in the metropolitan area. In the policy
speech of the Government, it was enun-
ciated that an investigation would be made
into the possibility of moving more to-
wards a “pay-as-you-use” water system.
Accordingly, & small committee was ap-
pointed and a report furnished to the
Government in September of this year.

Following this report, and with further
investigations by the Government into
the water-rating system generally, as it
applied to the metropolitan area, the
Crown Law Department was asked to give
an opinion on the system of rating as it
has applied in recent years. It was con-
sidered by the Crown Law Department
that the method that had been adopted
was ultra vires the Act,

Consequent upon the rates as struck for
the financial year 1960-61, a considerable
number of complaints were received as to
the valuations that had been assessed; and
as a result it was determined, in fairness
to all, that it would he best to ask some
outside authority to completely revalue the
whole of the metropolitan area. Follow-
ing these investigations it is now proposed
to amend the Act as follows:

The ‘“assessed annual value” is pro-
posed to be the gross rental value less a
deduction of £40 per centum for all out-
goings. This is to replace “net annual
value,” which is the gross rental value less
the amount of all rates and taxes, and a
deduction of £20 per centum for repairs, in-
surance, and other outgoings.

In order to arrive at “net annual value”
in adherence with the Act as it now stands,
it is required to ascertain and deduct the
actual amount of all rates and taxes in
respect of each individual piece of land for
which a valuation is made. This is an
onerous, cumbersome, and unnecessarily
expensive method that is practically un-
workable.

The proposed amendment is to elimin-
ate those ill features by substitution of
“assessed annual value” for “net annual
value,” and so to provide a basis that is
deflnite and clear, workable, and simple
of application.

It is propeosed to set up an appeal
board, composed to ensure impartiality;
and to retain provision for further appeal
to the Local Court from decisions of the
appeal board regarding valuations. It is
proposed that the appeal board shall hear
appeals from ratepayers against valuations
of ratable lands, and also decide upon the
classification of any rated land respecting
which the ratepayer objects to the de-
partment’s classification; that is, ratable
land used for residential purposes or for
other purpoeses.
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The Bill provides that outstanding
appeals made under the Act hefore the
coming into operation of the 1960 amend-
ment Act will be heard by the appeal
board, and it further provides that any
ratepayer, not having appealed previously,
may lodge an appeal with the appeal board
if within 30 days of the coming into opera-
tion of the amendment such person makes
written application to the Minister for
leave to lodge the appeal, and the Minister,
in the circumstances of the case, thinks it
is a proper case for an appeal. The Bill
provides that all extant appeals, and
appeals which are permitted by the Min-
ister after applicaticn has been made to
him, shall be heard only on the ground
that the amount of the valuailon of the
rateable Jand is excessive.

The proposed amendments are to enable
ratable land used for residential purposes
to be rated, either uniformly or at the
option of the Minister, at & lesser amount
in the pound on the assessed annual value
than lands of any other -classification.
The purpose here is to enable a measure
of relief in respect of rates to be given to
private residential premises, including
those of the type with a private water
supply, where the rebate water in return
for rates is not consumed. This provision
is for the purpese of validating the making,
levying, and collecting of rates and as-
sociated actions up to and including the
30th June, 1961.

Mention was made earlier of an outside
body to do the valuations; and, following
representations made to the Common-
wealth Taxation Department, arrange-
ments have been made for this body to
take over such valuations completely from
the Water Supply Department. Discus-
sions are now taking place between the
Public Service Commissioner, the Treasury,
and the Commonwealth Taxation Depart-
ment (Western Australian Division); and
it is expected that the work on the new
valuations will commence in the very near
future.

It is proposed that the revaluation of the
whole of the metropolitan area will be
completed in time to allow such new valua-
tions to be used when assessing the rates
for the 1962-63 financial year. It will not
be possible to determine the rates for the
financial year 1961-62 until approximately
March of next year when the pattern of
finance will become clearer. It is hoped,
however, to strike a lesser rate for resi-
dential as against business properties with
an increase in the charges for excess water
being the first move towards a system of
“pay as you use.”

On metion by Mr. Tonkin, debate ad-
journed.
Message: Appropriation
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator received and read
recommending appropriation for the pur-
poses of the Bill.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1960-1961
In Committee of Supply

. Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting, the Chairmen of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) in the Chair.

Votes—Department of Industrial De-
velopment, £207,495; North-West, £2,459,
665; Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£422,560 (parily considered):

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for
Indusfrial Development—in reply) £8.18]1:
I thank those members who have made a
contribution to the debate on these esti-
mates. It is some days since the com-
mencement of the debate, but I will
comment briefly on the speeches which
several members have made.

The member for Collie asked me to give
the Committee some information on
whether the Government had made any
efforts to attract industry to Collie. The
answer is definitely “Yes”. These efforts
have been proceeding for practically the
whole of the time the Government has
been in office. Attracting industry to
country districts is not easy. It is diffieult
enough to get it to Western Australia, but
when we seek further decentralisation to
country areas it is even more difficult,
However, it is something with which we
must be persistent; and, sooner or later,
our efforts will succeed.

‘We have had some success in the way of
attracting industries to establish and de-
velop in various parts. We are hoping that
a major example of decentralisation will be
the establishment of an industry by La-
porte in the south-west, which could be
extremely important to Bunbury and the
south-west in general. So far as Collie is
concerned—and this is the town to which
the honourable member specifically refer-
red—the Government has pointed out to
industrialists the advantages of Collle in
regard to such factors as power; an estab-
lished community with all the amenities of
& township of that size; and the fact that
there is a transition in coalmining
methods so that there will become avail-
able an ever-increasing stable labour force
for other industries.

It is realised by the Government that
the eventual answer to Collie’s problem is
diversification of industry. That is why a
great deal of attention has been given to
attracting industries to Collie. To date
there has not been any success, and there
is no immediate prospect of success, be-
cause establishing industry in a town such
as Collie has certain disadvantages in the
eyes of an industrialist. Perhaps “disad-
vantages” Is the wrong word to use. It
may be more correct to say that industrial-
ists are inclined to shy away from a town
which is essentially a coalmining town,
because of the industrial history of many
similar towns in other parts of the world.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, May: That is not the history of
Collie.

Mr. COURT: However, we have endeav-
oured to convinee industrialists that if
there is a diversification of industries at
Collie they will not have industrial diffi-
culties there with the labour force that
they will employ in those industries; and 1
believe that to be true.

Mr, May: It is true.

Mr. COURT: Currently, however, the
position is greatly hampered by the fact
that at the moment we are trying to
attract two industrialists to establish in-
dustries at Collie we have a strike on our
hands; and I can assure the member for
Collie that it does not make it any easier
to attract an ihdustrialist to a place like
Collie, when there is a strike in progress.

Mr. Brand: And we are paying plenty
for it, too.
Mr, Bickerton: It is sud judice.

Mr. COURT: In spite of the present
difficulties, I want to assure the member
for Collie that we are pressing on with
negotiations and trying to impress upon in-
dustrizlists that Collie is & most suitable
town at which industries can be establish-
ed. Also, I have made it clear to the two
cases under consideration that we would
grant much more inducement to them if
they went to Collie than we would if they
were to establish their industries in an-
other part of the State.

The inducements offered have been fin-
ancial assistance to establish themselves at
Collie, and I hope there will not be the
same objections taken in this case, if we
are successful, ag there were over the case
of AP.M. We have offered financial assis-
tance by way of help with establish-
ment costs and possibly some assistance
with the early uneconomic periods of de-
velopment,

However, at the moment, I cannot say
that there is even a 50-50 chance of getting
these industries established at Collie. The
best I can say is that one industrialist is
sympathetically disposed to the district
and has an industry which would be admir-
ably suited for establishment at Collie. The
potential labour force under discussion as
a commeneing force, after the factory is
built, of approximately 30 men, increasing
to 60 or 80, would be & very sound industry.
I feel that because of the preponderance
of employment being centred in the mining
industry, it is important o have a diversity
of industry; and the more industries of a
size that employs from 60 to 100 men that
we could attract there, the better it would
be, because it would strengthen the
economy. If one of those industries
happened to go through a bad time it
would not have the same paralysing effect
on the district as would one major in-
dusiry.

Mr. May: Are you exploring the poten-
tialities of the suggestion that I put up to
you recently?
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Mr. COURT: Which one is that?

Mr, May: I handed you a long screed
about it.
Mr. COURT: Yes; that matter is being

actively pursued. The honourable member
referred to the importance of the south-
west as distinet from Collie, and 1 quite
agree with him. We think that, being the
centre of the south-west, Bunbury is the
potential Port Kembla of this State, It
has all the attributes needed for great in-
dustrial expansion. It has a port; it has
supplies of coal nearby; it has power; it
has a good stable community; it has a
good hinterland;- it has timber supplies
readily available; and it has many other
advantages which would be necessary for
strong industrial development.

Mr. Hall: Do not boost Bunbury too
much.

Mr. COURT: I am not going to do
battle between the member for Albany
and the member for Bunbury; because to
try to get agreement between the members
of those {wo towns, no matter what politi-
cal colour they might represent, is an in-
soluble problem. However, I think the
member for Albany would be sufficiently
charitable to concede that Bunbury has
many attractions, some of which I have
mentioned.

The member for Albany dealt with a
variety of matters directly relating to his
electorate and some relating to the State
generally. He raised the question of
margarine, and that is receiving considera-
tion. I point out to him that there are
complications in regard to this matter.
The honourable member well knows the
reason why production of margarine has
been subject to strict control and super-
vision. Consideration has been given to
the point raised by the honourable mem-
ber; namely, that we are importing a
product from another State which prob-
ably could be manufactured here and it is
‘denying men employment locally. The
question is belng thoroughly and object-
ively examined, having regard to other
complications.

The honourable member has also dis-
cussed with me the two other Industries
embracing the scouring works and the woot
tops. I know he has done a great deal of
research and made many representations
in this field and I appreciate the help he
has glven. Up to the moment it has not
been possible to induce anybody to come
to Albany. I made represenfations when
in England and have also made representa-
tions since returning to this State. I agree
that many of the industries upon which
we should concentrate involve at least
the primary processing of products which
we produce in our own State.

I can probably bring a brighter light
to the eye of the member for Albany in
regard to mineral sands, because I have
arranged with Dr. Welch, who is the
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geologist at present visiting this State with
the Laporte team, to examine the mineral
sands at Albany. However, I want to draw
the honourable member’s attention to the
fact that Bunbury has a distinct advantage
in this matter because the company in that
district has at least been exporting its
product. It has developed its product, and
it has a vigorous export trade. That
gives it a decided advantage, because it
has proved its capacity to produce these
minerals in the right quantities; and it
naturally impresses a firm coming from
abroad, particularly if that firm has used,
in its own works in England, shiploads of
ilmenite from Bunbury.

I know there are disadvantages in start-
ing the export of ilmenite at the moment,
because the price is not good. But the
market will recover, and I suggest the
honourable member continue his good
efforts to induce people to exploit these
deposits; because, with the upsurge of the
Australian economy, it is only a matter
of time when more titanium oxide will be
Necessary.

The member for Gascoyne concentrated
on north-west matters. I can assure him
that the fishing industry about which he
spoke, with particular reference to the
Australian pearling company, is the sub-
Ject of active discussions, not only between
the Minister for Fisheries and my own
department, but also with another interest
which we feel might be able to supply
improved facilities to help the industry
to prosper and function efficiently in that
area.

I agree that the facilities there are
inadequate, and it is impossible for the
industry to function adequately and
economically, The honourable member
raised a query about the letter sent out
to loecal authorities requesting them to
establish local development commitiees,
That matter has been carefully explained
to the Carnarvon Municipal Counci). It was
not a question of its being overlooked or
forgotten; it was a question of cireculating
all loeal authorities from Geraldton south,
after which the cases in the north, would,
of necessity, have to be dealt with as special
cases.

Other points raised by the honourable
member regarding town lots, erosion, and
run-throughs will be followed up. I know
that the erosion problem is very acute,
and the future townsite of Carnarvon
must be a cause of great concern to the
people, The Minister for Town Planning,
the Minister for Housing, and the Minister
for Lands are all involved in this problem.

I should have thought that the member
for Gascoyne would make some mention
of the assistance given hy the Government
during the cyclone and subsequently, be-
cause I feel the Government, with very
prompt help from the Treasury, met that
situation in a bpractical and efficient
manner., I would like to pay a tribute to
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the ad Rhoc committee, comprising senior
departmental officers, that was established
by the Government very quickly. They
all did a great job, and I have received
letters of commendation and thanks from
the local people for the earnest way that
the committee and its secretary ap-
proached the problems. It is good to see
the district has managed to achieve a
fairly high degree of productivity, in spite
of the setback it experienced.

The member for Kimberley spoke on his
pet subject of the sealing of roads. He
was very ably supported by the member
for Murray. Successive Governments have
had to face this problem, and it has been
a matter of urgency for many years. It
has been obvious for quite a while that
the days of the drover are very nearly over,
and the means of transport out of the
stations must, of necessity, be by road.

The Government is exploring the possi-
bility of getting a road through the King
Leopold Ranges as an initial step to open-
ing up properties on the other side of the
range. With a view to encouraging some
of the battlers there—and there are one
or two real battlers behind that range—
to get their cattle ouf, we gave them
some assistance to help them get their
cattle into the Glenroy Air Beef scheme.
We felt they might be able to get some of
the rough stuff off their properties.
Realising that they are being opened up by
some real pioneer types, we feel that while
getting some revenue, it will help improve
their properties by getting rid of this type
of cattle.

In practically every case they have bene-
fited from the scheme. The final solution
to their problems must come from develop-
ing 5 road to the port from their stations,
It must be a progressive scheme, because
the cost of putting a good road through
now would be fantastic; in fact, we are
not quite satisfied that there is a suitable
route to get a road through those ranges
at a reasonable cost.

However, it is our intention to steadily
upgrade the route through those ranges.
I think it will be agreed, if members on
the other side of the House are fair about
this, that the Government is allocating very
substantial and ever-increasing sums on
road works in the Kimberleys—in fact, in
all the north-west and the Kimberleys.

This is not easy when we have pressures
from all over the State. But the fact that
19 per cent. of the total road grant is
given to the north is indicative of the
fact that the Government is trying to give
a little more than the normal alloeation
that would be expected if only ordipary
conditions prevailed. As Minister for the
North-West, I am very grateful to the Min-
ister for Works, who has faken a great
interest in the north, and has been most
generous in the alloeation of road funds
and loan moneys to the north.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The member for Kimberley also touched
on the town of Wyndham. This is a prob-
lem we are facing. Tonight, a team of four
senior <epartmental officers leaves for
Wyndham to make a complete survey of
what is needed immediately, and in the
subsequent development of Wyndham. It
may surprise members to Know that the
townsite of Wyndham has not had an elec-
tric light system in the past, in spite of
the fact that it has been established for
goodness knows how many years. Every-
one has had to make his own arrangements
for power and lighting,

The Government is examining the pros-
pect of working out a scheme which will
give the town power and light, It must
he acknowledeced that there will be an up-
surge of population, and it is not only a
question of having the bare necessities for
those people; the town must be made
reasonably livable, because it experiences
a very trying climate during the wet
season.

Accordingly it is the desire of the Gov-
ernment to see what can be done to re-
organise the town of Wyndham; to relo-
cate the township, and see what future
developments can be made in a sensible
plan, With the development of the port and
the increased traffic that will go through,
it is possible that most of the area in the
immediate vicinity of the port will have to
be given to port facilities. Whilst this
might be a wrench to some people who
have lived in those parts, it is inevitable
for the progress of a town like Wyndham.

The honourable member also touched on
the meatworks. The meatworks had a
very suceessful year. The numbers were
down nearly 4,000 head of cattle, but the
actual returns to producers, over-all, will
probably be slightly in excess of what they
got last year, because of the extraordinary
inerease in the quality of the meat that
went through the works. I believe it is
some of the finest, if not the finest, meat
that has been through the works; and the
reports coming back from abroad have
been maost gratifying.

The member for Pilbara concentrated
mainly on his electorate. He naturally ex-
pressed some disappointment that there is
not a similar type of Commonwealth grant
available for Pilbara as there has been for
the Kimberleys. As I have tried to assure
the honourable member on occasions, these
grants will come; but they will be a bit
slower. It is not so easy to work out an
cbvious project for Pilbara as for the
Kimberleys.

The honourable member has often
referred to the Pilbara report which was
prepared shortly after the present Gov-
ernment came into office. We were hoping
that the report would form the basis of a
scheme which could be submilted to the
Commonwealth for a grant, along the lines
of the money made available for a speci-
fic scheme in the Kimberleys.
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The scheme we hoped to be able to
deyelop would be directed at the pastoral
industry, to greatly upgrade and rehabili-
tate industry in that particular area.
When I say Pilbara, I am referring to the
whole of the Pilbara electorate; not just
one part. I am referring to the Ashbur-
ton, to the Fortescue, the Nullagine,
Marble Bar, Port Hedland—to the entire
electorate. Unfortunately there was a
cleavage of opinion amongst the local
pastoralists, and that opinion has been ex-
pressed foreibly in writing, and in the
strongest of terms.

The main point of difference was over
the fence. Subsequently, as the honour-
able memher khows, a meeting of the
pastoralisis was held; and they passed a
resolution—with only one area dissenting
—that they wanted the Minister to be ad-
vised that instead of the resolution they
had passed earlier in 1959, they did not
want the fence to be proceeded with.
There has also heen argument, and a dii-
ference of opinion, about the various
methods of handling the vermin problem.
I am pleased te report that a lot of pra-
gress has been made in getting a better
understanding between the Department of
Agriculture, and the pastoralists in respect
of the vermin problem.

The Minister for Agriculiure made a very
valuable visit to the area; and I have
noticed that since he and the previous
director were in the area there has bheen
a marked improvement in the attitude of
the pastoralists towards this concerted
drive which is necessary to control the
vermin.

I do not think it can be denied that
members of this Government have given a
lot of their time to visiting electorates in
the north. I cannot recall any Govern-
ment whose Ministers have spent so much
time in visiting that area in order to meet
the people with g view to doing what they
can to overcome their problems with the
very limited resources at their disposal.

The honourgble member has raised the
question of iron ore previously. However,
he knows it is the Government’s inten-
. tion—in fact, it is the Government's keen
desire—to get an export license for the
Mt. Goldworthy deposits. The Premier
and other Ministers have made it clear
that the proceeds from such exports would
be used for long-term development.

Mr. Bickerton: What are the chances?

Mr. COURT: I wish I knew. We feel
that with the greatly improved state of
the known iron ore deposits in Austra-
lia, the Commonwealth Government will
eventually grant us a license. We realise
that it must be cautious in the national
interest. I think, however, that the posi-
tion has so greatly improved that sooner
or later a license will be given. It

2521

is logical that the Mi. Goldworthy de-
posits will be the deposits that the Gav-
ernment will favour for export. Those de-
posits are not big enough to establish an
industry on, and yet they will prove sub-
stantial depesits to develop so far as
mining and transportation are concerned.

Mr. Bickerton: Has the Prime Minister
changed his apinion greatly since the last
Government was in office?

Mr. COURT: As the honourable mem-
ber knows, there has been a dramatic
change in the disclosed resources of iron
ore since this was made public. That
must have a great bearing on the Federal
Ministers when considering this preblem.
The Federal Ministers have a national
responsibility, but I think the Govern-
ment is coming arcund to the point when
an export license will be given. When
it will be given, however, I cannot say; I
have no more information than the hon-
ourable member himself possesses.

Mr. Jamieson: You are not laying claim
to placing the iron ore there? You have
laid claim to about everything else.

Mr, COURT: The member for Pilbara
raised the question of electricity charges.
It is true we said we would try to bring
about a system of power in the north,
whereby there would be standard power
throughout that area, so that people on
transfer from one place to another would
know that their electric appliances could
go with them. At the present time, if one
gets transferred from one place t0 anhother
in the north-west, one has not the faintest
idea, whether appliances will work or not.
We are hoping that, over a period of years,
we can steadily arrange for each of these
towns to be converted to a systemm which
will give ample power on a standard basis.
It is a slow process. A town like Wynd-
ham, if newly-equipped, would obviously
be equipped with modern plant providing
standard power and plenty of it.

We are hoping that between the sessions
of Parliament we will be able to complete
a survey on what power plants are re-
quired in the north so as to see what com-
mitment is involved in encouraging and
assisting local authorities to convert to a
standard type of power so there will be
plenty of power to encourage people to
use amenity appliances. We promised to
examine the possibility of providing power
in those places at rates comparable with
those charged in comparable towns in the
south. I think that phrase was used.

Mr, Bickerton: Didn’t you give an under-
taking to subsidise them to bring them up
to comparable towns in the south-west?

Mr. COURT: We sald we would try to
arrive at a price for towns in the north
in line with that in comparable towns in
the south.

Mr. Bickerton: Are you still of that
opinjon?
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Mr. COURT: Yes. It should be the
objective of any Government; but it can-
not be done in five minutes. For the time
this Government has been in office, and
considering the things that have been
done in the north, we have done jolly
well. I am not ashamed of what we have
done in the north. A lot more has hap-
pened since this Government came into
office than happened previously.

Mr. Hawke: Do I hear a trumpet blow-
ing?

Mr, Bickerton: According to your policy
speech, you have a lot left undone.

Mr. COURT: This is not a question of
self-praise. I am setting out a few facts.
It appears to worry members on the other
side of the House when this Government
is able to get things done in the north.
There always seems to be an cutery over
something. I can never understand why
the Ministers of the previous Government
did not get them done if they are so
urgent.

Mr. Rhatigan: ¥You are putting into
effect what was commenced by the Labor
Government.

Mr. COURT: There is no gratitude
amongst the three members representing
the north for what is done for them.

Mr. Andrew: Like what you have done
for the Collie miners.

Mr, COURT: I am grateful for the
contribution to this debate by the memhber
for Murray., As is well known in this
Chamber, he has a great experience of the
north. Unforiunately I was not in the
Chamber when the honourable member
commenced his speech; but, with his per-
mission, I was able to read Hansard cover-
ing the time before I returned to the
Chamber. The member for Murray has
a practical approach to the north and its
problems; and I know his views on these
matters receive due weight amongst the
departmental officers. Of course, he has
always emphasised the need for first-class
roads; and he has good, practical reasens
for emphasising the urgency.

Mr. Rhatigan: He did not say anything
ahout the Eyre Highway,

Mr. COURT: I was pleased to read his
reference to the separate administration.
I think it would be appropriate at this
stage if I made some comments on the
arrangement we have made with Mr. Baron
Hay in recent days for him to act as &
consultant in respect of the north-west
and the Kimberleys. There is a limited
numher of staff available to do the neces-
sary research work.

As is obvious, the men who do research
work do a job which requires a high level
of knowledge and experience; and we could
not pet anyone with a broader knowledge
of Western Australia than Mr. Baron Hay.
He is known to be a good administrator,
apart from being a good technical man.
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Therefore it was felt he could be very
gainfully employed for the next few months
making an analysis of the various projects
in the north—projects that have beed
approved and projects in prospect. That
information will materially assist the Gov-
ernment in policy-making.

His work will apply throughout the
whole of the north-west and the EKimber-
leys, and will not be confined fo agricul-
tural projects. We are hoping that because
of his wide experience as an administrator
he will be able t¢ make suggestions as to
how best the administration could be de-
centralised, and how these areas could be
administered to put the local people in
closer touch with the administration.

Mr. May: Will he be drawing his super-
annuation all the {ime?

Mr, COURT: I would not know. That
will have to be worked out between Mr,
Baron Hay and the Public Service Com-
missioner, I do not buy into that, The
member for Murray referred to experi-
mental plots on stations. Coming from
him, that, of course, carries some weight
amongst the pastoralists. I hope he will
tell his story outside this Chamber to the
pastoralists. Fortunately, there are many
who are following the advice of scientists;
and they are, perhaps, benefiting as a re-
sult of the work being done by the de-
partmental officers and scientists from the
CSIR.O.—work which lends itself to
adaption on the different properties.

Whilst research station activity is very
desirable, to carry out experiments on the
properties themselves is of even greater
value when those experiments represent
the practical application and advice which
is so readily available from the scientists.
In other words, it is complementary to re-
search station practice.

The member for Warren dealt with the
forest potential in the south-west. I have
already told the Committee that it is the
policy of the Government to try to arrange
for a pulping mill to be developed in the
south-west. We do not think it will be
practical within 10 years, but it is our
objective to get it in the south-west.
Ultimately, there will be two paper pulping
mills. .

We are advised that the optimum size is
g 400 tons per day mill, and we should be
able to support these in the south-west
with the forest produce available, both
from marri and from other forest produce,
such as thinnings and what is now being
treated as forest waste, The south-west
lends itself to this industry.

I can assure the honourable member
that the south-west is very much in our
sights for the development of a pulping
mill. Regard must be had to the avail-
ability of water, power, land, and, of
course, transport. We have already an-
nounced the appointment of an expert
reconnaisance team. This team is to make
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a selection in the south-west of two sites
considered to be as near perfect as could
be as potential sites for a pulping mill,
having due regard for the availability of
water, power, transport, labour, and the
disposal of effluent. The disposal of
effiuent from a pulping mill presents a
greater problem than the disposal of
effluent from a paper mill.

The honourable member referred to de-
corative timbers and the use we are mak-
ing of these., It is a very good point and
one that could be seriously considered,
because other countries make a lot of
money out of industries based on the use
of their decorative timbers. It becornes
part of the tourist attraction. We could,
say, have a cottage industry related to
tourism.

I do not think we have yet started to
take advantage of our local cultural ability
in the handling of some of our local ma-
terials. It is interesting to note that the
point is made in the preliminary report
of the UX. industrialists who were here
that we have a highly developed cultural
standard in Western Australia; and they
were surprised that we did not take greater
advantage of the local cultural ahilities in
the development of decorative timhers and
the like for sale to tourists and for export.

The honourable member referred to the
canning industry. This is a matter which
must receive greater attention in this
State. It allows for the development of a
secondary industry and a primary indus-
try which gives a high yield per acre. How-
ever, it is a long-term indusiry. It is re-
celving attention at the present time; but
I cannot see any quick break-through with
it in view of the fact that the establish-
ment of the necessary fruit industry is
a rather slow process and has to be well
planned to ensure success.

The member for Victoria Park referred
to the need for a halanced economy. Then
he went on to talk about the call of the
Fastern States—the attraction of industry.
One cannot have it both ways. It is only
a matter of days since I was being haran-
gued from the other side of the House
about what was called an extravagant at-
tempt to get the APM. to come to this
State, Now he has said that the former
Premier said it would be necessary to buy
industry to get it here. Tonight he is
telling me of the difficulties and dangers
of getting industry to come to this State
and of the necessity to buy if; yet a few
days ago I was criticised—and again to-
night—for encouraging A.P.M. Appar-
ently one cannot win. If one tries to seek
or huy these industries he is extravagant,;
if one does not do anything about it,
one is accused of falling down on his job.

The honourable memhber referred to
foreign capital. It is a popular catchery
at the moment in the Eastern States to
say that foreign capital can he dangerous.

mm
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Do not let us take up that catchery in
Western Australia, First let us yet the
industries before we complain about them.
If General Motors Holdens did for West-
ern Australia what it has done for the
Eastern States we should put up a monu-
ment to it—it would be welcomed over
here with open arms. It has produced a
great industry for Australia, one which
has a skilled labour force. That company
has the highest average payroll per man,
and the lowest safety factor in indusiry.
What more do we wani? If that company
were to come to Western Australia we
would be grateful.

Mr. Andrew: Is it right for it to be mak-
ing 200 per cent. profit?

Mr. COURT: If those profits are related
to funds employed on balance sheets, the
position is not like that. The honourable
member wants to be fair about them.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts) : Order!

Mr. COURT: Before we criticise these
people, let us get them here.

Mr. Hawke: Is the Minister going to
answer every interjection? .

Mr. COURT: If the Leader of the Op-
position has a couple I will. The honour-
able member referred to the local goods
campaign. It is true we departed from
the old slogan of “Buy W.A, Goods.” How-
ever, we have not neglected that angle. The
sales of locally-made goods are higher
than ever. That is the test. The final test
is in the selling of Western Australian
goods. They are being sold on aquality,
price, and service. It is possible fo sell
for a while on sentiment, but not for ever.
It is only with sales on quality, price, and
the right type of packaging and servicg
that it is possible to establish a solid
market.

I am pleased to report that practicsally
every one of our industrialists who has
entered the Eastern States market has
been successful in getting his share of that
market. We have some industrialists who
sell very little on the Western Australian
market—they sell in the Eastern States.
That Is the best way of doing it—to go on
the offensive against these people who try
to dump in Western Australia. Nothing
will cure dumping quicker than if our in-
dustrialists go on the offensive and take
their goods to the other States.

Mr. Andrew: You want to get the
Western Australian market.

Mr. COURT: Of course we do; and we
are getting it. And we are getting some of
the Eastern States market. The member
for Beeloo dealt with the type of industries
to be attracted. I was not gquite sure
whether he was favouring abandonment or
a relaxation of our drive for secondary
industry and that we should concentrate on
the agricultural side, or whether he wanted
both.



2524

If we want high labour figures and high
population absorptive capacity we must
favour the establishment of secondary
industry. ©Our primary producers are
extraordinarily efficient and are highly
mechanised, with the result that the value
of their production is going up all the time.
But this industry does not employ a great
number of men. We have to get secondary
industry to improve the labour force.

Our object in bringing these bigger
industries here is to create a diversity of
careers in this State. I do not want to
dwell on that at the moment as I have
touched on it before. Suffice to say we
must try to get diversity of industry so as
to get diversity of careers. The honourable
member touched on his pet phobia of Sir
Halford Reddish. His remarks were quite
unfair, quite unkindly, and quite un-
becoming.

Mr. Jamieson: Did you make a study of —
The CHATRMAN (Mr. Roberts) : Order!

Mr. COURT: If the honourable member
would make a fair study he would find that
Sir Halford Reddish has one of the most
generous emplovee share schemes in the
world. It has been written up in countries
throughout the world as one of the most
generous employee schemes there are.

Mr. Jamieson: That's rubbish!

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
would not know. If he would get up out of
the gutter for a while he would do this
place and himself a bit of good.

Mr. Tonkin: What about giving us a bit
of—

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
The honourable member will address his
remarks to the Chair.

Mr. COURT: I am glad you came to the
aid of members, Mr. Chairman. I was
going to say something that would have
hurt the honourable member g little bit
more. Xe referred to the State Shipping
Service and the delay that took place in
respect of the San Miguel. I do not know
the exact circumstances, but I would say
that the Saen Miguel was given first priority
because of the livestock. Livestock have to
be treated almost lke human beings,
whether in trains or in ships.

I will have the matter checked, as a
matter of courtesy to the honourable
member, to see whether the delay was
caused by the fact that the stock had been
detained when coming into Derby. When
stock comes into the precincts of Derby, it
is important that they be shipped as soon
as possible. The ships can load only at
certain tides. I think that position may
happen quite often when they have to
juggle with berthings to fit in with the
special types of cargo.

The points raised by the member for
Fremantle are the only ones I have not
touched on in detail; but he rather repeated
the abuse I have received from time to time
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in econnection with AP.M. I thank those
members who have contributed to the
debate, although I am not able to agree
with all they said.

Votes put and passed.
Vote—Agriculture, £911,193:

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agriculture) (9.41: I will briefly give details
of this vote; and if members would like
further information it will be my privilege
and endeavour to supply it. The estimate
of expenditure for agriculéure amounts to
£1,013,7¢4. This is an increase of £61,045
over last year’s expenditure of £952,699.
Over one-third of this increase is due to
marginal and basic-wage increases and the
remainder is brought about by increased
costs of operating and expansion of estab-
lished activities. Incidental costs will rise
£6,000 on account of increased costs at the
South Perth buildings.

The estimafe for research stations in
the agricultural districts is £167,745 com-
pared to £154,308 expenditure for last
year. Developmental work is still continy-
ing on the new stations, which include
Badgingarra to the west of Moora; Newde-
gate; Stoneville; Swan; and the vegetable
research station at Wembley., Added to
the normal cost of developmental work is
the award increase in wages and the higher
cost of necessary machinery. The develop-
ment of Badgingarra is designed to prove
for intending, as well as new, settlers the
value of the light lands extending north-
wards towards Geraldton in & similar way
to that in which the department’s work
proved the value of the Esperance Plalns.

The extension of the fruit-fly baiting
schemes has meant an increase of subsi-
dies to district baiting committees. This
increase and that of the contribution to
the fruii-fly eradieation fund to match
the sums from orchard registration fees
form a great part of the £5,952 difference
between the estimate of £18,680 and the
expenditure of last year—£12,728.

The demand for services for the arti-
ficial inseminstion of caitle is continuing,
and provision has been made to extend
this contributory service. The estimate of
£29,100 is the same as the estimate for last
year.

The estimate of £3,050 for the poultry
random sample testing is the same as that
for last year, althcugh the expenditure
was only £1,853 due. to leucosis and a conse~
quent reduced consumption of feed, which
is the main cost.

The estimate for departmental revenue
is £232,000, which is slightly less than
collections for 1959-60.

Agriculture in Western Australia has a
very bright future. Developmental work
is going ahead on a very large scale, and
is already showing resulls. It is interesting
to note the number of acres that have been
brought under the plough during the last
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year. It is estimated that within two or
three years we will have doubled the area
cleared sinee 1947. Approximately 13,000,000
acres were cleared around 1946-47, and
we will have an estimated cleared area
of land up to 26,000,000 to 27,000,000 acres
within the period I have mentioned. That
is very rapid development.

On Sunday last I met a contractor who
told me that he himself had this year
cleared, for a number of farmers in the
eastern areas, 100,000 acres. I was in-
formed of another contractor, who was
operating in the north-east area, north of
Bencubbin, and who had cleared 76,000
acres. These two contractors alone had
therefore cleared an area in the vicinity of
200,000 acres, which is a large area to be
brought under the plough. That will in-
dicate the vastness of the areas that are
being developed, and the continued im-
portance of the agricultural areas to this
State.

The production of livestock also has a
very bright future. I would urge all pro-
ducers, whether those In the cattle indus-
try, or those in the sheep-raising industry,
to use all their endeavours to produce
young stock as fast as it is possible to do
s0; because with this rapid development
of land it is alsc neeessary that livestock
be praduced to fill those thousands of acres
that will become pasture land in the very
near future.

It is with a great deal of confidence that
we face the future. Agriculture in Western
Australia is on the threshold of great ex-
pansion, and everything should be done to
increase the number of livestock that will
be needed. Those who engage in this
project will be repaid very handsomely for
their efforts.

It was estimated that this year we would
have a record season in grain production.
Although the season closed rather quickly
for a large area of the State—ngmely,
"that portion of land extending on the
southern part of the grain-growing areas
—1I do not think, if I have assessed the
position correctly from reports given to
me and by ohservation, that that area of
the State will produce as much grain as was
produced last year. But in the north and
north-eastern areas reports indicate there
is going to be a record production of both
wheat and barley; and, to & certain extent,
oats. It is quite possible even yet that
grain production in Waestern Australia
could be at a record level.

Even allowing for the reduced price of
wool, which is causing many people grave
concern, I feel that Western Australia will
have enjoyed one of the best harvests on
record. There is a feeling of optimism
abroad, and while this condition exisis we
must make the best of our apportunities
and continue to support an industry which
has contributed so much to the develop-
ment of this State as a whole.
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Mr. Nulsen: Do you anticipate that
about 60,000,000 bushels of wheat will be
yielded for the season?

Mr. NALDER.: That was the estimated
production earlier in the season. However,
I understand that figure has been reduced
somewhat. It would be difficult to deter-
mine the exact figure-at this stage; but
with coarse grain—barley and cats—we
feel there is every likelihood of a record
total harvest.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [9.14]:
Like other members, I have been interested
to hear the remarks of the Minister. They
were rather brief, and he could easily have
touched on many other subjects dealing
with agriculture, and perhaps given this
House some indication of what is happen-
ing in those quarters.

Mr. Nalder: T promised that I would give
those details after other members had con-
tributed to the debate.

Mr. KELLY: I think that the main
points of the department should have been
dealt with by the Minister in his intro-
ductory speech. By leaving these points
to the end the Minister will be neglecting
some of the most important sections of
the department. He has told us that the
season is a very wonderful one and that
as a consequence we are going to have a
bumper harvest; also, that we are going to
have a continuing demand for stock
generally.

One important point the Minister did
make was when he touched on the import-
ance of livestock to the whole of the
agricultural industry of this State. That
is one of the most important factors that
we have to face up to at present.

I was disappointed that the Minister
had practically nothing to say about
the dairying industry. Some of what
I have to say will be more on what has
happened hetween the Commonwealth and
State Governments than on the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I think the Minister
for Primary Industry in the Common-
wealth Parliament on the ilth Fehruary,
1959, after & great deal of controversy
surrounding the dairying industry, made a
decision—or maybe the Prime Minister
made the decision, but at least it was
announced by the Minister for Primary
Industry—that the Government would lose
no time in setting up a committee to look
into this important matter,

That was over 15 months ago, and we
understand that an exhaustive examina-
tion has heen made by that committee in
all States. At a matter of fact, Mr.
MeCarthy, who was appointed chairman,
said at the time of the appointment of the
committee, “We want to meet the dairy-
man on his own ground; in the cowshed
and at the paddock and in the faetory.”
That was a very good intention; but I am
wondering how far those bale-side talks



2526

have helped us, because so far hothing
beneficial has resulted from the inquiry
that was set up at that time. I know that
those in the dairying industry are anxiously
awaiting the outcome of this report.

Mr. Bovell: In the interim we have
extended' our dairy farm improvement
scheme,

Mr. KELLY: I mentioned that towards
the end of my remarks on the dairying
industry previously; that is another side
of the position altogether, The Minister
for Primary Industry has had this report
in his hands for five or six weeks, and
still we have had no advice regarding the
recommendations of the committee. I
have asked a number of guestions in this
Chamber regarding the findings of the
committee, one only as late as today when
I asked the Minister—

(1) Has he yet received a copy of the
dairying industry survey which
has been in the hands of the
Minister for Primary Industry
for well over a month?

(2) If so, will he lay same on the
Table of the House?

The Minister's reply was as follows:—

(1) No.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

This means that after five or six weeks,
during which time the Minister for Pri-
mary Industry has had this report in his
hands—and it is a most anxiously awaited
one-—we are still in the same position as
we have been for some time, and we have
}'lot. yvet been told of the committee’s find-
ngs.

The delay is most unfortunate; be-
cause if ever an industry was at the
crossroadds it is the dairying industry of
Australia—not only in Western Australia,
but throughout the whole of Australia,
Those in the dairying industry are
anxiously awaiting the committe’s find-
ings; they were keyved up in the know-
ledge that a committee had been appoint-
ed to exsmine the various factors that
were affecting every section of their in-
dustry. Some sections of the dairying
industry are badly in need of support;
they are badly in need of relief. Yet
according to replies to questions, one of
which I have just read out, nothing is
available so far.

It was rather surprising to find in the
daily Press a report which shows that the
committee’s report is in circulation in the
Eastern States. If the Eastern States
Press has not been shown a copy of the
report, it certainly knows what the
report contains. I feel that our State
Minister has been far too passive in so
far as his anxiety on behalf of the dairy-
men of this State is concerned. I say pas-
sive because this matter has been going
ont for a long time, and I would have
thought the Minister would be right on
his toes in finding out something concrete
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as to what has happened. The manager
of the R. & I. Bank (Mr. Chessell) was a
member of this commitiee.

Mr, Nalder: He could not divulge any
information.

Mr, KELLY: I am not suggesting that.

Mr. Nalder: How are you going to get
the information? No other Minister for
Agriculture in the other States has the
information as yet.

Mr. KELLY: As I have said, it is public
property in the Eastern States; and if the
information can be given through the daily
Press in several of the other States, why
canhnot we be given the information here?
Our Minister tells us he knows nothing
about what is in the report. If that is so
I think there is a certain amount of grass
growing under his feet, like the good
season that he has told us about.
It is time he got & hustle on and got
something concrete from the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr., Nalder: He has already communi-
cated twice with the Minister in reference
to this.

Mr. KELLY: It must have been a com-
manding type of communication the Min-
ister sent, if the Commonwealth Minister
has not given the information after hav-
ing had the report for six weeks. We
know the matter has been dealt with;
there was a reference to its having passed
through Cabinet. T have other communi-
cations here which make it evident that
the report has bheen in ecirculation. Yet
the Minister has not done anything about
getting it presented to this Parliament.

Mr. Nalder: I think you are exaggerat-
ing the position. If you have the informa-
tion you should let members have it.

Mr. KELLY: Why should I go over the
Minister’s head to let members know what
the Minister should tell them about?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr., Roberts): Order!
g}]le_ honourable member wiil address the
air.

Mr, KELLY: I am deing 50, Mr. Chairman
although I may be looking a little cross-
eved towards the Minister. I think we
should have had this report so that mem-
bers could have debated its contents. It
should be a most valuable document, and
it seems to me that now we will have to
wait for possibly another eight months
before we will he given an opportunity to
debate what is a vital report to the dairy-
ing industry.

Some time ago, in connection with the
subsidising of the dairying industry, I
made the statement that butter was
being subsidised to the extent of about
£13,500,000. We all know that in addition
to that subsidy the consumer has to pay
nearly twice as much for local butter
as consumers in other countries do. So
the Australian consumers of butter are
paying very dearly for that subsidy.
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I know there are a lot of reasons why
this subsidy is paid, and I know it is
essential that something be done to keep
the industry going. However, my con-
tention has been—as I have previously
expressed in this Chamber—and still is,
that at present the assistance is given at
the wrong end. I think there would be
no excuse for the dairying industry to be
in this position if two-thirds, or even 50
per cent. of the money that is spent in
subsidising the finisheqd article were chan-
nelled into the industry in the earlier
stages.

The emphasis should be on production
rather than on the finished product, and
this money could be more -effectively
utilised if the financial commitments of
the Commonwealth Government were dis-
tributed on a pro rata basis to the various
stages of production to enable the Gov-
ernment to foster schemes such as the
dairy farm improvement scheme which has
bheen in operation in this State for the last
three or four years. With the limited capi-
tal available that scheme has heen a
iremendous success.

By interjection 2 few moments ago the
Minister for Lands said that that scheme
had been extended. I already knew that;
but, I feel that if a lot of the money that is
being paid by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment through a subsidy on butier itself
were diverted to the earlier stages of pro-
duction, and granted to individual farmers
s0 that they could develop more grazing
land, and handle more cows, the question
would be largely solved, and & great num-
ber of those who are now struggling would
have to struggle no longer.

As a State, we have proved thai by our
dairy assistance plan. All those who came
within the orbit of that plan are very
happy and doing well. The Government
knows that has been the case. The
Government knows it well enough, because
it has extended the policy; and I still think
that if we want to get the dairying indus-
try into a reasonable state, we have to do
a tremendous lot more for the individual
dairyman to enable him to produce more
rather than to subsidise the industry at
the wrong end.

If members have been watching our
orders of the day during the last few
weeks they could not have failed to see
that on the 23rd August notice was given
that a particular Bill would be introduced
into this Chamber. The Bill was read a
first time on the 24th August, and I can
only assume, because the first reading
stage is the only one that has been dealt
with—and I suppose other members think
likewise—that it must be a hot potato. If
it is not, there is no justifieation for the
introduction of a Bill eleven weeks ago and
allowing it to remain on the notice paper
without having it read a second time.

Mr. I. W. Manning: We have had a lot
of other business to deal with.
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Mr. KELLY: A lot of which was trivial.
On the 25th August, which was the day
following that on which the Bill was read”
a first time—and I cannot mention the.
name of the Bill—it appeared as item No.
22 on the notice paper. By the 31st Aug-
ust it remained as item 22 and then shares
began to improve; it rose to fourteenth
position by the 15t September, The next’
day our hopes went up because it reached
No. 11 position on the notice paper; then
it was promoted to No. 7 ¢on the 8th Sep-
tember. On the 13th September—this
must have been an unlucky day for the
Bill—its odds lengthened, and it went to
the eleventh position. In other words, it
slipped from seventh to eleventh position;
then it slipped & few more notches and on
the 20th September it went back to No. 15,
On the 27th it became almost a dead letter,
At that stage it reached No. 24 on the
notice paper. That was an astounding
position for the Bill to be in. On that date
only private members’ business was further
down the notice paper. Then it made a
rapid ascent from 24 to 19, and then to 16.

For several weeks it bobbed up and down,
more in the fashion of a yo-y0, because it
was vying with various measures for long-
distance positions and then short-distance
positions on the notice paper. On the 26th
September an all-time low was reached,
because the Bill plummeted to No. 27
position on the notice paper. On the next
day it regained popularity, and it went up
to No. 13.

Mr. Nalder: I can save time by assuring
vou the Bill will probably be introduced
tomorrow.

Mr., EELLY: If is about time. Mem-
bers will realise that the Bill is none ather
than the one to amend the Milk Act.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts}: I can-
not allow the honourable member to dis-
cuss that Bill.

Mr. KELLY: I was aware of that. That
was why I did not mention the Bill until
just now. The Minister has assured us it
will bhe introduced tomorrow, but I am
wondering whether it will ever see the light
of day. I notice that under the heading of
“Contingencies” in the vote there is an
item of £100 for the purchase of bulls. The
same amount was included in the 1959-60
Estimates.

Mr. Nalder: It has been included well
before then.
Mr. KELLY: I am not golng back fur-

ther than this occasion. I am at a loss to
understand this item, because it has not
been expended. At present £100 would
purchase only a2 worn-out type; even
scrubby beef is bringing £70 per head.

It is not my intention to criticise the in-
clusion of an amount in the Estimates for
the purchase of bulls, I am in favour of
whatever Government is in office estab-
lishing a bull pool. It is very necessary to
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have a supply of bulls to assist in the very
side of the iIndustry mentioned by the Min-
ister, when he referred to the production
of livestock as being important. To me it
s very important.

_ T would applaud very greatly if he were
to add a couple of 00’s to the £100 in the
item. Graded, reliable and registered
stock, with the hallmark of Government
approval, would make a tremendous differ-
ence to the strain of stock of many farmers
who are unable to purchase such types of
bhull themselves. Although the price of
stock was lower when the previous Gov-
ernment went out of office, when £100
would buy two scrubby types of beast, to-
day the same amount would not buy one
such type.

The pool idea could be extended by the
Government, by the inclusion of heifers in
the pool. In this way there would al-
ways be a pool of suitable stock availahle
to farmers. At present many of them can
buy only what they are able to afford, and
many acquire animals which are not
worthwhile. There are many research
stations in this State on which such pools
could be established. We should concen-
trate more on this angle than we have
done in past years. I commend to the Min-
ister the idea of acquiring a pool of graded
;tocé: to enable settlers to improve their

erds.

I notice in the vote that under the head-
ing of “Weed Control—Crown Lands” an
amount of £1,400 has been set aside. This
is £75 less than the expenditure for the
last year. I do not know why the item
has been reduced, especially when in the
present abundant season there has been
an increase in weeds. There is now a
greater need for increasing the item be-
cause more weeds and pests have to be
treated than in a normal season.

I asked the Minister some questions con-
cerning Cape tulip. The answers I re-
ceived fell short of the information I was
seeking. I was disappointed when I real-
ised the item for weed control had heen
reduced. I can show the Minister a num-
her of places on which Cape tulip is estab-
lished, such as roadways and Crown land.
‘There i1s no room for a decrease in the
item while such a position exists. The
Minister should make certain that control
of weeds on roadways and Crown lands
becomes more effective than it was in the
past 12 months.

I questioned the Minister on the use of
tranquillisers and trangquilliser equipment.
I indicated to him ¢that I had neo
doubt about the effectiveness of the various
types of tranquilliser and equibment. My
fear, which was created by many people
engaged in agriculture—particularly in the
cattle industry—is that the abuse in the
use of tranquillisers could become exces-
give. There is much danger in their un-
restricted use.
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I indicated it would be quite easy to en-
gage in cattle duffing by the use of tran-
quilliser equipment. It would be a simple
matter for a well-equipped gang of thieves,
utilising tranquilliser guns, to reid beasts
in the outer areas of properties, place them
in trucks, and travel hundreds of miles
away in a short time. This is a very live
threat which faces many people. Very
rigid control should be exercised over this
type of equipment.

In his reply the Minister referred to the
Firearms and Guns Act, but that legis-
lation is not applicable, The Minister is
remiss in not going very fully into this
matter, and in failing to amend the exist-
ing Act. It is common knowledge that
tranquilliser equipment can be purchased
as easily as a pound of butter. The Min-
ister said that sreat care was being taken
by t?e people handling this type of equip-
ment.

Sir Ross McLarty: What is the cost of
a tranquilliser gun?

Mr. KELLY: I do not know. There are
many types.

Sir Ross McLarty: I think it costs £300.

Mr. KELLY: That is entirely wrong, I
can make one in my backyard for £5 with-
out any difficulty.

Mr. Nalder: A full kit of modern tran-
g;él&iser equipment costs in the vicinity of

Mr, KELLY: That is not the type I am
referring to. The type I am referring to
fires a dart into the rump of an animal.

Mr. Nalder: You cannot get any for £5.

Mr, KELLY: I know the type of equip-
ment I am referring to. It can be manu-
factured by any handyman.

Mr. Nalder: You may be able to tran-
quillise a house cow with such equip-
ment, but not the wild beasts.

Mr, KELIL'Y; The Minister does not know
very much about this matter, because
there is every opportunity for ecattle
duffing to take place, unless there is some
restriction on this type of equipment.

Mr. O'Connor: If this equipment can be
made so easily it will be difficult to place
a restriction on its use,

Mr. KELLY: That is hot so. Firearms
are placed under restriction, and the legis-
lation makes it almost impossible for any-
one to possess an unlicensed firearm. The
equipment I sm referring to can he pur-
chased over the counter. In bringing this
matter to the notfice of the Minister, I
hope he will be able to do something about
it. Many beople have expressed the de-
sire for some action to be taken to re-
strict the use of this equipment.
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SIR ROSS McLARTY (Muwray) [9.44]1:
I was interested to hear the Minister intro-
duce the vote, and I am glad to see there
is to be an increase. In a State like this
one expects to see in the Annual Estimates
an increase in the Agrieulture Vote. When
the Minister replies I would like him to tel:
us what Item No. 10, entitled *“Assistance
to Agriculture,” means. Last year the
expenditure was £1,590. This year the
estimate is £8,010, or an increase of £6,420,
I do not doubt that the increase is justi-
fied, but I would like to know in what
direction the money is being spent.

Another item in which I am interested is
that of artificial insemination of cattle.
The vote for 1959-60 was £29,100, of which
amount only £21,000 was spent. The esti-
mate for this year is £29,100, the increase
being £8,134. I have not had any practical
experience of this matter at all, but I
presume it is successful, otherwise there
would not be an increase in the vote. I
assume the vote is being used, if not wholly,
at least very largely in connection with
dairy stock. If the Minister would give
some information on those matters, I would
he obliged.

I am glad to see that there is an increase
of £4,63%9 in the vote for the Agriculture
Protection Board. I want to pay tribute to
the work the board is doing and the enthu-
siasm it displays, because the vermin
problem is one of the most serious with
which we are faced in this State, and any
increase in the incidence of vermin could
do a great deal to decrease the national
weaith of this country.

We know that as a result of myxoma-
tosis, rabbits were destroyed in millions,
and consequently the national wealth of
the country has been increased by
hundreds of millions of pounds. Those are
figures which surely would make any of us
think, and think very seriously. I would
have no objection at all if the increase for
the Agriculture Protection Board had been
a number of times greater than the £4,539
as provided,

The estimate for contingencies this year
is £230,913. The amount allowed last year
for the expenditure in respect of the con-
trol, prevention, ang eradication of noxious
weeds, vermin, and grasshoppers, and for
general expenses was £183,614, of which
£162,224 was spent. The amount being set
aside this year is being increased by
£68,689, which is a pretty substanttal in-
crease. Even so, I consider that every
penny of it is justified, because this money
is being used to do a great deal to preserve
the national wealth o¢f this eountry. I
have seen reports from day to day that
the rabbit numbers in this State are in-
creasing,. and certain districts have been
named.

Mr. J. Hegney drew attention to the
state of the Commitiee,

Bells rung and a2 quornm formed.
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Sir ROSS McLARTY: We know that
there is no animal which breeds at a faster
rate than the rabbit. If there are hundreds
in one year, then the following year there
could be hundreds of thousands; and in a
year or two, millions. If this should occur,
there is no doubt at all that primary
production in this State will be very greatly
diminished. I know that the Minister, as
a practical farmer, has a keen appreciation
of this position and knows just what.
damage the rabbits can do.

I have read that certain schemes have:
been put into operation and we are told
that the skilful use of what is known as
"1080” has a very great effect in keeping
the numbers of rabbits down. If that is
so—and I think it is—the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board should have all the support
it can receive. Not only is this of interest
to members representing agricultural con-
stituencies, but it should be of great in-
terest to other members of Parliament
representing any constituency in the State;
because, as we well know, if the national
wealth is decreased—and it could be sub-
stantially decreased if the rabbits increased
to any great extent—the economy of the
State must be affected.

The work done by the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board has been of very great value.
We used to read that certain landholders
had been prosecuted because they had not
destroyed vermin on their properties, and
particularly was that so regarding rabbits.
I never helieved that those prosecutions
had very much effect, because a farmer
would be fined £5 or £10—which he prob-
ably deserved—but at the same time he
developed a hostility towards the authori-
ties concerned, and I do not know that
he would then carry out soeme destruction
programme.

It would be & much more practical idea,
even though it would be much more ex-
pensive from the farmers' point of view
for the time being, if the work were put
in hand by the Agriculture Protection
Board, the landowner being debited with
the cost. I hope that policy will be carried
out. Of course there are other classes of
vermin with which we have to deal, but
none nearly so important as rabbits.

Mr. Burt: Not even the kangaroo?

Sir ROSS McLARTY: Not in these parts.
The member for Murchison, of course,
knows something of kangaroos in his own
area, which is further north, where they
are really a great menace. There is no
question about that. But I made my con-
tribution with regard to the northern areas
earlier in the evening, and am now en-
deavouring to confine myself to the south-
ern areas.

I agree with what the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn said about noxious weeds.
With them we are facing another problem.
I am alarmed, as I move about sometimes,
to see the spread of the Cape tulip to
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which the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
referred. It can be found quite close to
the metropolitan area. The Agriculture
Protection Board is doing good work in
organising spraying, and is gradually les-
sening the amount of Cape tulip which is
to be found. As this is so, the board must
he e¢xercising effective control.

Another weed which causes concern is
the double-gee. I am alarmed when I see
the prolific growth of this weed in some
areas.
noxious weeds can be arranged is by pro-
viding more finance and staff for the Agri-
culture Protection Board.

I remember when I served on a most
interesting Royal Commission, of which
the Deputy Premier was the chairman.
Much discussion took place and consider-
able evidence was given in regard to the
matter of the vermin hoard dealing with
the problem of vermin and noxious weed
control. Most of the evidence we heard
from practical farmers favoured the view
that it was much better that the hoard
should carry out the eradication methods
on properties where a landowner was not
doing so, and charge him for the work.

There is much I could say on this Agri-
culture Vote. Indeed, I could go on at
great length; hut I do not propose to say
anything more this evening. However, I
would be glad if the Minister would supply
me with the information I seek, and if
he would make some reference to what
active steps are being taken to decrease
the rabbit menace.

MRE. MANN (Avaon Valley) [957]1: I feel
this is a very important vote. In fact it
is the most important, because it is by
agriculture that we live, and our prosperity
is gained from it. ©Over the years I have
crittcised this department.

Like the honourable member who has
just resumed his seat, I have been here a
long time; and over the years the Esti-
mates have been introduced and a lot of
talk has taken place, together with a lot
of waliling; but nothing very much has
even hbeen done. I want to trace for a
while the history of this department.

Forty years ago or more the develop-
ment in the department was narrow, shal-
low, and complex. Over the years, it is
the one department of the State that has
never altered in that respect. During his
regime the late director ruled supreme.

Although he was a man with a lot of
ability in many ways, when it came to
administration—-the most important part
of his work—there were some deficiencies.
Therefore, when the time came that appli-
cations were called for a new director, I
was heping that some different appoint-
ment would be made. My view is that year
after year, rising young men are employed
but they are subseguently lost to the de-
partment because they are not given any

The only way effective control of -
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cpportunities for advancement, for the
reason that advancement is by seniority
of service. After all, not everyone is
blessed with the power and ability of ad-
ministration. It is not merely a question
of knowledge of the job but also one of
ability to administer, Over the years we
have lost some extremely valuable men,
including Dr. Teakle; Professor Under-
wood, who is now at the University; Dr.
Bennetts; Mr. Millington; Mr. Filmer, and
a host of other exceedingly capable men.
The tragic part to me was the loss of Dr.
Bennetts, one of the most competent ag-
riculturists not only in Britain but also
throughout the world. He was a man who
held the highest degrees possible because
of the marvellous work he had done. Just
prior to the time of Mr. Baron Hay he
found it necessary to resign from the de-
partment. I believe that he and others
resigned because of the narrow, parsimoni-
ous view held fowards the department, and
because of the fact that it was bound down
by red tape.

We have to bear in mind that these
men are entirely different from the
ordinary person. They live in a different
environment altogether. Their life is con-
centrated on research; and I refer to men
like Dr. Bennetts.

In the building of the new lahoratories
at South Perth the expenditure was cut
in half, not because of a suggestion by the
men who were competent to advise on this
matter, but in order to please the
Treasury, {0 which this department has
always been subservient. It was a matter
of cutting, and cutting, and cutting. That
has been proved by the loss of such men
as I have mentioned.

I will look forward with a great deal of
interest to see how the new director proves
himself. He has lived in this environment
for a number of years, and I will wait to
see whether he has any bigger vision and
will be able to secure the services of and
retain in his department men with the
highest degrees possible in agricultural
science. The only way to do that is to
alter the present policy of the depart-
ment.

It has been proved that something is
wrong with the department; because ap-
parently, when applications were called for
a new director, those who applied from
the other States of Australia were not re-
garded as being suitable; whereas those
who had the qualifications and could have
applied did not do so because they do
not hold the department in very high
esteem.

Mr, Bickerton: We have Mr. Baron Hay
up north now.

Mr. MANN: That is the Government's
business. He has a great amount of ability;
but the trouble is that he cannot apply it
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administratively; and today I am con-
cerned wholly and solely with the adminis-
trative side of the department. Dr. Dunne
has high qualifications, but I Iook forward
to seeing whether he has the necessary
administrative ability to ensure content-
ment in the department.

In Beverley we have the Avondale Re-
search Station. My property is two miles
from the station; and over the long years
since I have been in the district that
station has carried on in the same old
way. The late W. D. Johnson, while a
well-known member of this Chamber, went
into the country during the parliamentary
recess to supplement his income by build-
ing. This was when the parliamentary
salary was £200 a year. While he was in
the Beverley district, he built some very
fine structures at Avondale which are there
to this day.

I want to give members some idea of
the position at fthe Avondale Research
Station. It is a farm of some 1,700 acres
with various types of soil from the lighter
soils to the heavier types of soil, which is
quite suitable for research work on pas-
tures. There is a shed there which has
a cement floor, and it has been in the
same condition for the last 30 years. It is
used as o shearing shed and the sheep are
brought in at one end and stay penned on
the cement floor. As every farmer will
realise, when sheep are penned in a place
like that all night and most of the next
day, coming in full, it is not long hefore
there is a pool of urine at the end of the
shed. As I said, those conditions have
existed for many years, and that has been
a costly proposition so far as the research
station is concerned.

.There are sevenn men employed on that
property, and it is a place similar to my
own where only three are employed. But
it has had losses of ahout £15,000 over
the last five years. One would have
imagined that the Government would have
some better idea of showing the farmers
how to make arrangements for the shear-
ing of their sheep.

At the station there is a shearing plant.
It is a travelling plant, and it is practically
the only one in the Beverley district.
Almost every farmer has a two or three-
stand plant, so that the men can swing
the handpiece around and handle the
sheep. But the plant at the research
station is about the most antiquated that
one could possibly find,

There is a great bhig shed there with
20 loose boxes and a loft for chaff. It
has remained in the same condition for
the last 30 years and it cannot be used—
it has never been used because of the lay-
out. The whole place has an atmosphere
of tragedy. The bposition of the water
supply is acute. Most of the gullies are
of a salty nature and the last two man-
agers applied for money to try to build
some sort of water scheme to provide half
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a million gallons of water. There are
many ravines in that area that could be
dammed up to make a big scheme. But
no, the money is not available! Last year
£50 was allocated for the water supply.

There is no electric light at the station.
The men have to live on the property and
use kerosene lamps. What a tragedy!
There are only two houses with septic
systems; and some years ago, when g field
day was held there to demonstrate contour
farming, many of the farmers who came
along said that they considered it was not
a decent farm, let alone a research station,

Many years ago, when those officers
were doing research work on ewes, they
had to test the urine every two hours and
they had to have two motorcars with
lights burning all the time to enable them
to take the tests during the night. Yet
this is supposed to be a research station,
and thal is the attitude of the depart-
ment! The losses must be terrific; and
that, to me, is one of the tragic things
apout it—the administration of the de-
partment.

There is a research department at the
University—which we support by funds
sllocated through this Chamber—under
the control of Professor Underwood. We
have a Departmert of Agriculture doing
research work; and we have the C.SIR.O.
establishment at EKojonup. Why is it
necessary to have three separate depart-
ments? Is it a matier of jealousy or whet?
Is it not time they got tozether and
formed themselves into one research de-
partmernt?

If the Department of Agriculture is not
able to carry out the intense research work
necessary in a State like this, take that
phase of the work away from it and let it
act purely as an advisory department ad-
vising the farmers how to grow crops and
produce fat lambs; in other words, how to
take advantage of the advanced knowl-
edge already available.

Today Avondale is chiefly used for the
growing of fat lambs., The recent ship-
ment of 6,000 lambs overseas by Stacey
and Son demonstrated that Western Aus-
tralia is capable of producing the right
type of fat lambs for export. Of that
6,000 lambs, 2,000 were sent to Canada.

Ministers for Agriculture have never
heen able to grasp the position, T am not
casting any more reflection on the present
Minister than I am on past Ministers: be-
cause when I look back over the years I see
that the majority of Ministers—in fact all
of them except Garnett Wood, who was
the man responsible for the establishment
of the experimental station at Esper-
ance; and Frank Wise, an able adminis-
trator—have never been able to grasp the
position.

During the time of Garnett Wood, Baron
Hay was engaged on soldier settlement
work. I am a soldier settler; and I realise
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that no Minister, except the two I men-
tioned, has been able to grasp the import-
ance of research. There has heen a con-
‘siderable waste of money in this State,
which money should have been used on
research.

Take the case of lupinosis, which re-
cently occurred along the Midland line,
Last year it was estimated that £60,000
worth of stock died. But what happened
when they wanted a machine to try to
‘thrash the lupins for experimental feed-
‘ing? It was said that the machine would
weost too much, It was just a matter of
wheeseparing and cutting down.,

I was told one day that a handle had
been lost off the binder and 15 letters
were written to the department about it.
Just fancy that! Until this tradition and
red tape is broken down in the department
there is no possible hope for the future.
There is tremendous scope for research
work here, and no hope of achieving it
unless something is done along those lines.

When we see men like Dr. Bennetts
leaving the department we realise that
something must be wrong. He was the man
who sglved the problem of braxylike
disease, which was causing such terrific
losses. He also found a vaccine to coun-
teract paralysis; yet we let a man like
that go. Consequently I have little faith
in the department today.

The staff at Avondale are entitled to
much better conditions, Fancy in these
enlichtened days living in houses which
are so hot that, as one manager told me,
At 10 o'clock at night the temperature has
reached 96 degrees on the verandah. Yet
those are the conditions under which the
men work., They have inadequate water
supplies and kerosene lamps and only two
houses have septic systems! I understand
that more are to be provided but that is
the position today. No wonder they can-
not get men to go there. I feel sorry for
these young fellows who do their training
at Muresk and go out to these stations.

I hope some improvements will be made;
if not, let us take further stock of the de-
partment and if nothing can be done at
Avondale let us sell it or lease it or make
it into a training school for young farmers.
My remarks tonight may be caustic, but I
have seen this positlon over many years
and it is very discouraging.

These days young men are not taking
up the scientific side of agriculture. We
cannot get enough of them to go info the
laboratories and do research work. The
men who can breed fat lambs and grow
wheat are available, but we cannot get
voung men to undertake research work,
which is so essential in a country like
“Western Australia. With the position to-
day, and the extensive use of aeroplanes,
this State could have an outbreak of vio-
lent forms of disease, such as blue tongue
and rinderpest which are most virulent
diseases among sheep and cattle, and
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could gquite easily be brought here by way
of aeroplanes. We have not sufficient
qualified men in the department to handle
such outbreaks and solve such problems.
The Minister himself has adopted means
to advance the production of the State.
There is no doubt that our production of
cererls is increasing and our stock numbers
are growing considerably and, therefore,
unless stricter measures are taken in the

-fleld of agriculture we will continue to lose

the real wealth of our State.

MR, HALL (Albany) [(10.16]: Having
received from the Minister answers to a
series of questions that I put te him per-
taining to the meat industry, I would like
to draw the atienfion of the Committee
to the seriousness of the situation sur-
rounding the principle involved in those
questions. The question that I asked
was—

Are workers engaged ih the meat
industry in this State supplied with
protective clothing when meat is be-
ing killed for home consumption?

To which the Minister replied:

Yes, at the Midland Junction Abat-
toir and the West Australian Meat
Export Works. At other local killing
establishments the position varies.

I will not delay the business of the Com-
mittee by reading all .the questions I
asked and the answers given by the Minis-
ter. The position in regard to the export
meat trade is slightly different. In ask-
ing the questions I had acquainted myself
with the various awards that cover the
industry. The point I am stressing here is
that disease is not only transferable from
heast to man, but also from man to beast,

In the expolt market we are en-
joying a very lucrative trade with old
honers, as these aged sheep are called in
the trade. The export market provides a
valuable outlet for the sale of these old
sheep, which do not have much value
locally. The reason is obvious to anyone
who has a knowledse of the trade. The
standard set for beef production in
America is very high, and therefore we will
never be ahle to meet the demand there
hecause the people of America are beef-
eaters in the main and they insist on the
highest quality.

However, this market for old mutton is
varied because it is used for by-products, of
which there are many. If we do not adopt
protective measures in this State to pre-
vent the spread of any disease, and we lose
that market through our own carelessness
it will be a tragedy for this State. I
know the Minister will assure me that the
killing of animals for meat for home con-
sumption is correctly supervised; but I
have bheen through many abatteirs in
this State and have seen examples of
workers wearing uniforms—if one could
call them uniforms—which were extremely
dirty. Anyone interested in the trade who
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visited such abattoirs must feel that such
conditions would have a direct reflection
on the export market.

Having built up this market from prac-
tically nothing, because of the emergency
that arose in America, we should ensure
that protective measures are taken so that
that trade will not be affected. In my
opinion the control over the cleanliness of
uniforms or apparel worn by workers
should be just as strict as the supervision
over the killing of the animals themselves.

The other point I would like fto cover
is that raised by the member for Aveon
Valley; namely the need for greater co-
operation between various departments. In
trying to increase our agricultural produc-
tion these days, we must consider an
efficient transport system for our bpro-
ducts, In view of the large production of
grain in many of our agricultural areas
today, and the fact that some railway lines
have been closed, there is no doubt that
the use of road trains will have to be
employed more in the future so that we
can get the grain production from any
particutlar zone to the nearest port as
quickly and as efficiently as possible.
Therefore, if we do not get co-operation
between the various departments, delays
and friction will occcur in having grain ex-
ported from this State by ship.

I also wish to mention once again the
establishment of an egg floor in Albany.
After raising this point with the Ministet
and proving conclusively that we have
sufficient egg producticn in the district to
warrant the establishment of an egg floor
at Albany, I am sure the Minister will
agree that it is essential because the
population wiil carry it, Further, if a
floor were established at that centre it
would encourage & greater production of
eggs in the district generally.

In the Albany district we also produce
apples, lamb, mutton, and wool in the
grease. We could probably by-pass whale
oil. In regard to the production of apples,
I would like to stress that we have keen
competition from the Argentine and our
aim should be to transport the apples to
the nearest port with the least possible
damage to the fruit. No doubt the rail
link between Manjimup and Albany will
ensure that. Once the apples arrive at
Albany we should use the first {ransit
shed with a refrigerated unit where the
apples could be stored and a regular flow
kept up to the ships without worrying
about further consignments from Manji-
mup and other districts. I hope the vote
will be agreed to.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) (10.22):
During the debate on the North-West
Estimates I referred to a report which was
drawn up a few years ago by Pilbara
pastoralists, two of them heing officers of
the Department of Agriculture. I asked
whether the Minister was acquainted with
that report because one of the matters with
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which it dealt was the necessity for stricter
vermin control. From discussions with
station-owners in my electorate I have
ascertained they have extereme difficulty
in ohtaining money from the Agriculture
Protection Board, not so much from the
point of view of additional doggers being
employed, but more in regard to money
being made available for the destruction
of vermin in general.

One of the greatest difficulties which
confronts pastoralists in the area I repre-
sent is the number of abandoned stations
which virtually harbour many types of
vermin, particularly dingoes. Several of
the stations which are at present being
worked have two or three sides of their
properties bounded by these abandoned
stations. In my opinion, greater research
could ke made into discovering ways and
means of keeping down the vermin that
exist on these abandoned stations.

I would like to point out that some of
these stations which are abhandoned have
been applied for by several people who are
anxipus tc occupy and develop them.
Only recently I had a discussion with a
person who had applied for a station in
that area, only to receive a reply from
the Lands Department to the effect that
it would let this applicant know when
this station would be allocated to him and
that it was looking into the matter, The
department, instead of rendering every
assistance possible to have the applications
granted, indulged in the usual pro-
crastination which is used apparently to.
frustrate people who are anxious to take
up such properties. If stations were allo-
cated to the applicants seeking them, it
would assist greatly in keeping down the
vermin.

Perhaps the Minister would enlighten
me on another point. The matters with
which I now intend to deal will be the
subject of a discussion I will have with the
Minister at a later date when I have more
information at my disposal. There are
two matters concerning the research
stations in my electorate; namely, Abydos
and Woodstock., A preat deal of research
has been done by the officers on these
stations in the last few years; but, of course,
they have been subject to much criticism.
Many people voice the opinion that the
money is wasted; others say that the
research stations have proved only what
they already knew. I do not know about
that. No doubt the Minister has a knowl-
edge of their work. I am one of those
who believe in research stations of that
nature. I do not think that we always
get immediate bepnefits from them. Per-
haps the information obtained as a2 result
of their establishment will prove valuable
for the next generation in 10 or 20 years'
time.

I have heard that those stations have
more or less concluded their work and the
department intends to close them. The
Minister shakes his head from side to side,
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50 I take it that is not so. I merely thought
I would check on the peint because, in my
opinion, the work should be carried on in
the area. I do not agree, of course, that
they should waste money; but if they are
doing any good at all, agriculture and the
State in general must benefit from their
efforts.

In tne North-West estimates I found
that the cost of running these research
stations has been grouped, and only one

amount is shown. The cost of one of the.

research stations in the Kimberleys, to-
gether with the cost of the two stations I
have mentioned, was represented by only
one sum. I reguested the Minister for the
North-West, during the debate on last
year’s estimates, to have the cost of con-
ducting the research stations of Abydos
and Woocdstock shown separately in the
break-up of the estimates. Perhaps the
Minister could supply me with the figures
relating to those two stations at his earliest
convenience.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [10.27]: I
want to pay a trihute to at least two officers
employed by the Department of Agricul-
ture who have been stationed in the north-
west for some time., Both of these men
have performed an excellent job in the
pastoral areas as well as in the Gascoyne
irrigation area, which is more closely
settled. I vefer to Mr. Suijdendorp and
Mr. Lawson. As I said when speaking
to the North-West estimates, T am Ssur-
prised at the number of technical officers,
both agricultural advisers and technicians,
who have been appointed fo serve in the
north-west, and who have then resigned
from the employment of the Department
of Agriculture. Like the member for Avon
Valley, I think there is something sadly
astray in the administration of the depart-
ment which is causing the loss of these
valuable men,

Over the years, it has been found that
many of these officers have trar}sferred
their services to private enterprise. If
they are of value to private enterprise
surely they have some value to the State,
especially in regard to the nature of the
work upon which they are engaged. There
was one young man who was appointeq to
the north to fill a position as tropical
adviser. He was not qualified, because he
had not done a course in tropical agricul-
ture: but the department sent him to
Queensland for three months to do what
could he regarded as a post-graduate
course, so that he could more efficiently fill
the job as tropical adviser in the mnorth,
and with more or less the understanding
that when he retwrned he would be classi-
fied as such.

However, on his return, no such classi-
fication came forward., He stayed with
the department for a considerable time
after that, but he was eventually lost to
private industry. Admittedly, he is still in
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the agricultural fleld and still advising
many farmers, orchardists, and pastoral-
ists with regard to the use of chemicals
and such-like things.

That was a young lad who came to
the Gascoyne Research Station practically
from his cadetship. He did an excellent
job, and went to Queensland to further
his studies; vet we lost his services, I
could name quite a number of others,
most of whom have gonhe into private em-
ployment. I have not been able to ascer-
tain the reasons why these men were
lost to the Department of Agriculture. It
is only those who get very wrapped up in
t?eikr jobs in the north-west who seem to
stick.

Over the past nine or ten years there
have been instances where two members
of the Department of Agriculture in the
north-west have resigned from the depart-
ment, and have gone bhack only a few
months later after their job has been
advertised at a higher salary than that
which they were receiving. They were do-
ing those jobs a few months before at a
lower salary. Surely they should have
been entitled in the first place to the salary
at which they were re-employed.

It seems to me there is something
wrong. If it is the administration, let us
hope that Dr, Dunne will do something
in his new capacity to overcome the disa-
bilities and the pitfalls which have been
evident in the past so that we may re-
tain in our own Department of Agriculture,
which is of such value to the State, men
who are well worthwhile retaining,

MR. NALDER (Katanning—Minister for
Agricuiture—in reply) [10.33]): I thank
members for their contribution to this de-
bate, and I will endeavour briefly to reply.
Some of the information which is required
I have not on hand, but I will endeavour to
make it available as early as possible. In
reply to the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
with reference to the report of the com-
mittee set up by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to investigate the dairying indus-
try in Australia, it is, as the honourable
member stated, some five weeks since that
committee submitted its report to the
Commonwealth Government.

I think, Mr. Chairman, you will realise
that that committee was investigating for
possibly 18 months, and after it had sub-
mitted its report the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment would have to give consideration
to it; and that cannot be done in a short
period of time. Some folk are becoming
restless about the delay; but I am quite
confident that that report will be released
as soon as possible, and that it will be
made available to those who are interested
in the dairying industry. I feel rather
confident that the report will be a very
valuable document, and that some recom-
mendations which can assist the industry
in Western Australia will be forthcoming,
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The honourable member mentioned the
item in the vote of £100 for the purchase
of bulls. If members examine the votes
for a number of years they will find that
the sum of £100 has been provided. In
years gone by, dating back to about 1930,
Governments have made available sums of
money as subsidies to assist dairy farmers
with the purchase of better types of bulls.
As years passed, no advantage was taken
of that subsidy by the breeders, but the
amount of £100 has appeared in the Esti-
mates from year to year.

I made an inquiry about the reason for
that amount still remaining in the Esti-
mates; and I have been assured that it is
advisable, even at this stage, still to pro-
vide that sum, even though no-one draws
on it. If it is found that no-one is likely
ever to avail himself of the subsidy, most
likely it will be taken out of the Estimates.

The matter of weed control is one of
concern to all landholders in Western
Australia. The problem is being tackled
by the Agriculture Protection Board, and
I feel quite confident that there is already
an improvement in the work bheing done.
The matter of Cape tulip has been in the
minds of many members of this Commit-~
tee; and this has been expressed by various
questions asked and comments made over
the years since I have been a member of
this House. I feel sure that every effort
is being made to control the spread of
Cape tulip. I would mention the interest
being taken by the Railways Department,
which is using modern methods of spray-
ing Cape tulip on the railway lines; and I
know that good resulls have been achieved.
Many local authorities, with the assistance
of the Agriculture Protection Board, are
spraying roads, vacant blocks, and Crown
land with the object of keeping the spread
of Cape tulip in hand.

I know that last year the member for
Narrogin was very interested in this matter,
because a considerable acreage in his elec-
torate was affected by Cape tulip. I am
pleased to say that, as a resuli of the
activities of various farmers, road boards,
and the Agriculture Protection Board, there
is a definite sign that this spread is being
brought to & halt, and that control
measures are proving successful. I am not
saying that with the idea of everybody
thinking there is no problem in this regard.
There is a continuing problem, not only
with Cape tulip, but with other noxious
weeds as well, However, every effort will
be taken to control the spread of those
noxious weeds, which are problems in the
other States also.

So far as the entry of noxious weeds into
this State by way of slock being imported
is concerned, the Government is using
every endeavour to see that the control
measures taken at Kalgoorlie are effective.
These measures have been criticised by
people who have been importing stock, but
I think members will agree that we cannot
ease up in our control in this regard.
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In recent years, quite a number of stock
have been imported from other States; and
on several occasions we have found that
stock—and especially sheep—have heen
carriers of & number of noxious weeds
which we are hoping to keep out of this
State. We have been approached with
regard to some relaxation at Kalgoorlie,
to which city large numbers of sheep are
brought and pastured for a period. At
one stage, agreement was reached which
allowed the sheep to be pastured on some
of the open spaces around Parkeston. But
it is felt that this has not been a wise
move, and the restrictions will have to
continue,

On cone occasion it was necessary to send
sheep to Fremantle to be shorn. Of course
that involved extra cost; but it must be
emphasised that if we relax our control
measures many districts of the Sftate will
be covered with noxious weeds which have
been a curse to agriculture in the Eastern
States.

S0 the department intends to continue
to control the entry of stock into Western
Australia and to see that stock—especially
sheep—do not spread noxious weeds in this
State. As I mentioned bhefore, sheep are
the main carriers. We do not want to
relax one iota, but want to continue to
carry out the control measures which are
being undertaken in the goldfields area.

The matter of tranquilisers was men-
tioned by one honourable member. Neither
the department nor I, as Minister, have
been approached by any of the organisa-
tions of the pastoralists or the Parmers'
Union. On a recent tour of the north I
discussed this matter with a numhber of
pastoralists; and although the use of this
method of handling stock has been intro-
duced, it is not widely used at the
moment. It is still in the experimental
stage. However, if it becomes a problem I
feel sure the officers of the department will
keep their eve on it and seek the advice
and help of the Police Depattment if
necessary.

The member for Murray made a reguest
with regard to Item No. 10, and suggested
that some information could hbe made
available, He was referring to assistance
to agriculture. Last year, the matter of
pleurc-pneumonia, and its control was dis-
cussed at the Agricultural Council meet-
ing, and it was agreed that some effort
should ke made throughout the Common-
wealth to eradicate this disease from our
herds, the expense to be shared by the
Commonwealth and State Governments.

In Western Australia this amount will
ke used in an endeavour to eradicate
pleuro-pneumonia from the north-west.
The conttribution of this State amounts to
9 per cent. of the total, and, as I have
mentioned, it will be used in an endeavour
to control this problem in our beef herds in
the north.



2538

Concerning artificial insemination of
cattle, there has bheen some criticism
voiced by a section of dairymen; but the
department is endeavouring to overcome
the problem. Without wearying the Com-
mittee, since I am endeavouring to give
as much information as possible, I would
point out that the artificial insemination
set-up at Wokalup has been established
with a view to assisting dairy farmers to
improve the quality of their herds. Only
best bulls are used—tried and tested strains
—to improve the quality of dairy cattle
in this State. The initial problems associ-
ated with the establishment of the insem-
ination scheme at Wokalup have been
overcome, and reports of those using the
scheme—especially in the whole-milk areas
—have been most gratifying.

The criticism has been from areas fur-
ther removed from Wokalup. The depart-
ment is facing a number of problems, in-
¢luding that of distance from the research
station, where it is necessary for operators
to travel many miles to make contact with
the farms that require the semen. How-
ever, every endeavour is being made to
overcome these problems, and the increase
in the vote is to extend the area of the
activities of the artificial insemination
set-up.

The matter of vermin was mentioned
by the member for Murray. Members who
cast their minds back over a number of
years will recall the problem that faced
this State concerning the rabbits. It has
already been explained that myxomatosis
had the effect of reducing the rabbit popu-
lation considerably; and we are endeavour-
ing in every way to keep rabbits well and
truly under econtrol. I think the activities
of the Agriculture Protection Board are
proving that.

Although there has been criticism—and
I do not think any department or organ-
isation is free from ecriticism—it must be
admitted that the work that has been done
and is being done is in the interests of
the State, and it is having the effect of
keeping the rabbit population under con-
trol.

The vigilance of officers in various parts
of the State concerning other vermin is
also to be commended. The matter has
been referred to by various speakers repre-
sentine both the lower portions of the
State and the north. There are very
ereat problems associated with the control
of vermin.

From a recent tour I made of the north
—travelling from Wyndham to Broome and
from Derby to Port Hedland—I was able
to appreciate the problems which face
pastoralists in that area. However, I feel
that the work which is being done, and
which is intended to take place over the
ensuing months, will produce definite
results.

[ASSEMBLY]

Reference was made by the member for
Muwray to the cattle industry. The value
of the industry in the north is fully
recognised; and the Minister for the North-
West referred to the fact that the excellent
vear recently enjoyed in the north has
resutted in good-quality cattle passing
through the meatworks. He referred to
the value of drovers in the past and the
fact that they contributed much towards
getting the stock to the meatworks., He
also pointed out that the problem of getting
drovers to carry on this work was an in-
creasingly difficult one.

I hope, Mr. Chairman, you will allow
me to repeat comments made by the
member for Darling Range with regard
to %he shortage of drovers in the north-
west,

Droving--The Modern Way

The days of the drover are just about
over,

Said the Member for Murray—=Sir Ross,

When telling of stations owned by
relations

Where mechanical travel has ousted
the hoss.

With no edible sfubbles the Kimber-
ley’s troubles

Are caused by the wild kangaroo.

With donkeys and asses devouring the

grasses

That were meant for the cattle to
chew.

We’re all in accord that the plains of
the Ord

Will flourish where grass now is rare.

From land so well watered the steers
will be slaughtered,

Then brought to the market by air.

The member for Murray must know that
with the introduction of mechanical means,
although drovers have played an import-
ant part in the past, road trains will proh-
ably contribute to the transportation of
stock in that area, as they are doing in
other areas, and the cattle will be brought
into the meatworks in good condition and
in a quicker and more efficient manner
than hitherto. That matter is being weli
and truly looked after. Although 1
travelled over many miles of roads, and
found them to bhe in excellent condition,
I feel that the most important problem
is the bridging of creeks and rivers over
which the roads pass. That is a problem
of immediate importance.

Mr. Bickerton: Did you travel by car
ar train?

Mr. NALDER: In a four-wheel-drive
truck, from the Kimberleys down to Derby,
ang from the Gasecoyne up to Port Hed-
land.

Mr. Bickerton:
doing?

Mr. NALDER: Round about 60 miles an
hour.

Mr. Bickerton: That's a good speed.

What speed were you
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Mr. NALDER: I listened with interest
to the criticism of the member for Avon
Valley. As far as the housing conditions
for the staff at Avondale are concerned,
steps are being taken to assist them in
this regard. I have not received any sug-
gestions from the honourable member.

Mr. Mann: It's not my job to make sug-
gestions.

Mr, NALDER: 1 fee! that if the hon-
ourable member were interested in the
area, he would have offered some sugges-
tions. He did refer to the possible disposal
of the research station there. I do not
know how the people of Beverley would
react to that suggestion. 1f it is not con-
tributing in any way to research, I would
say that consideration would have to bhe
given to the honourable member's sug-
gestion.

Mr. Mann: There are a lot of other
research stations in the State like it, too.

My, NAIDER: The point raised by the
member for Albany concerning the meat
industry is an important one. Every effort
is being made, particularly with regard to
export meat, to ensure that stock are killed
.under the best of conditions and that the
meat is handled to conform with regula-
tions. During the past few months I have
visited slaughter houses from the north to
the south and have had an opportunity of
seeing at first hand the work that is being

one.

I can assure the honourable member,
and all members, that no stone Is heing
left unturned to ensure that meat is killed
under the best conditions; and inspecting
officers ensure that no dirt, or hair, or
other matter is on the meat when it is
packed. I would say that the work that
is being done in this regard is a credit
to all concerned. I would invite any in-
terested member to have g look at Midland
Junction, or Robb Jetly, or any of the
other abattoirs to see the importance at-
tached to cleanliness and the handling of
the meat.

Concerning the egg floor at Albany, that
is a matter for the Egg Board to deal
with; and I can assure the honourable
member that when the hoard considers it
necessary to establish a floor at Albany,
it will be done. However, at this stage
the hoard considers it unnecessary, and
that it would not be economical to estah-
lish a grading centre there.

The member for Pilbara raised a point
regarding abandoned stations. This mat-
ter was discussed when I visited the area
recently. Existing watering places have
been used to poison quite a large number
of vermin. I understand that water-holes
were fenced off for a period, and the gates
were then opened and kangaroos allowed to
come in and drink. The troughs were
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poisoned, and many hundreds and thous-
ands of kangaroos were Killed. I think
that every effort has heen made to use
this avenue of desiroying vermin.

Reference was made to Woodstock and
Abydos Research Stations. I would point
out the importance of these two stations.
At this stage there is no thought of dis-
posing of them. As to the costs involved,
1 will endeavour to have those figures made
available since they are not available on
Lthe Estimates. I would like to inform
the Chamber of the valuable experimental
work being carried out on those stations
in connection with the breeding of
sheep. The results of the experiments are
very illuminating: and although 1 have
not had the official flgures, I understand
that the information gained to date is
valuable. Breeding problems assoclated
with the north-west are causing pastoral-
ists much concern, and experiments are
being carried out to provide an answer to
those problems. So far, the work perform-
ed there has been helpful indeed to all con-
cerned, and I can assure the honourahle
member that it will continue.

The member for Gascoyne referred to
the valuable work bheing done by the offi-
cers of the Department of Agriculture in
the north. I, too, praise highly the work
that is being done by the departmental
officers in that area. The valuable assist-
ance and advice they are giving is greatly
appreciated by the people in the north, and
the department is doing all it can to keep
those officers happy and contented whilst
they are serving in those positions. The
problem of retaining officers in the north
is not confined to the Department of Agri-
culture. I venture to say if is shared by
the pastoralists themselves, apart from
other Government departments.

Every effort is being made to solve
the housing problems of those offi-
cers and to ensure that their children are
transported to the nearest school so that
they may receive an adequate education,
and so on. In fact, every thought is being
given in an endeavour te satisfy the needs
of those officers. The Government will
continue to try to ensure that their ser-
vices are refained for the benefit of the
people in the north, so that any advice
the officers may have to offer will be avail-
able to them.

I now refer to the efforts of the depart-
ment to regenerate huge areas of land
in the north that are at present
non-praductive s¢o far as pastures are
concerned. I have many picture slides
—which I will be only too pleased to show
to any honourable member who is in-
terested—of the work that has been done
and the wonderful results that have heen
achieved in reclaiming a great deal of the
waste land, not only in the north, but alse
in the central portion of the State. Ths
work performed has much to commend it;
and, in years to come, with controlled
grazing it will be found that much of the
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area now regarded as useless will have
heen brought back into production, thus
making thousands of acres of grazing
land availahle for the raising of beef
cattle.

Yote put and passed.

Votes—College of Agriculiure, £63,597;
_Agriculture Protection Board, £38,954—put
and passed.

Yote—Public
£1,365,050:

MR. WILD {(Dale—Minister for Works)
[11.42: The Public Works Department’s
activities cover the entire State and in-
clude construction and maintenance of
jetties, harbours, and rivers; construction
and mainienance of public buildings; con-
struction, maintenance, and operation of
all goldfields, agricultural, and country
town water supplies; sewerage, irrigation,
and drainage; and the acquisition of pro-
perty as regquired for Government pur-
poses.

In addition to work provided from its
own funds, the department undertakes
work from funds provided by the Com-
monwealth Government and other State
Government departments, local govern-
ment authorities, and other organisations.
Of the total expendifure on the activities
of the department for the year ended the
30th June, 1960, £7,786,985 was ihcurred by
the engineering division, and £6,946,129
by- the architectural division, a total of
£14,733,114.

The construction of the modified com-
prehensive water supply scheme has con-
tinued within the limits of available
funds. As the major pipelines to country
towns have been completed, work has been
concentrated upon constructing extensions
to farmland areas. This modified scheme
is being financed on a pound for pound
basis by the Western Australian and
Commonwealth Governments; and if the
present rate of progress is maintained, it
should be completed in time for water to
be available throughout the whole area
of the scheme during most of the 1961-62
summer. Investigations for the extension
of this scheme have heen completed, and
the Commonwealth Government is at pres-
ent considering the case presented for fur-
ther financial assistance. I might say here
that the original application to the Com-
monwealth Government was rejected, but
we have again reopened the case.

The goldfields water supply scheme is
being continually improved and main-
tained. As finance permits, sections of the
main conduit are either enlarged or re-
placed where defective. Existing water
supply schemes in some 27 ¢ountry towns
will receive attention to meet increasing
demands and keep pace with local de-
velopment.

New reticulated schemes will be func-
tioning this finanecizl year in the towns of
Denmark and Port Denison, while minor
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schemes are likely to be completed in the
towns of Wubin, Borden, and Ravens-
thorpe. It is also expected that work will
commence on schemes for the reticulation
of the towns of Nannup and Greenbushes.

Except for minor works, Wellington
Dam has been completed. This, in con-
junction with the enlargement of the
Collie main channel on which further ex-
penditure will be incurred this financial
year, will make the Collie irrigation area
safe from water shortage.

It is proposed to construct an earth-bank
dam 150 feet high across Logue Brook to
supplement the supply of irrigation water
to the Harvey district. This financial year
it is expected that preliminary works and
a diversion tunnel will he constructed.

At Esperance, investigations will be made
with the object of improving an area near
Dempster Head for jetty proposals, while
at Albany work will be continued on the
construction of a new transit shed behind
No. 1 berth. Further rock dredging will
also be carried out in this harbour.

As a part of a three-year plan, exten-
sions will be made to the breakwater at
Bunhury, while work will be contihued on
the eonstruction of the fishing boat
harbours at Geraldion and Fremantle.

In the country centres of Geraldton,
Northam, Collie and Albany, sewerage
schemes are being maintained and im-
proved. Construction of a sewerage scheme
for the central part of Merredin and an
effluent disposal scheme at Bunbury are
in progress. In addition, it is proposed to
commence construction of a sewerage
scheme at Narrogin and Kafanning this
financial wyear.

Outport installations, water supplies, and
Government buildings will continue to re-
ceive attention throughout the North-west.
The Commonwealth Government is pro-
viding an amount of £5,000,000 to be ex-
pended over five years for the develop-
ment of the north-west and under this
scheme, extensions to the Wyndham jetty
have been completed and work is in pro-
gress on the reconstruction of the original
jetty. A contract has also been let for
the construction of a diversion dam across
the Ord River to provide water and to
promoete closer settlement of the East
Kimberley area.

A large programme of hospital, school,
and other works was completed during the
year and further large programmes are
under construction, or being planned.

Major works completed include the new
Esperance Hospital, extensive additions to
the Derby Hospital, new high schools at
Medina, Busselton, Bentley, Scarborough,
and Kalamunda, the Caversham Boys’ Re-
formatory, the University Women’s College,
and new courthouses and offices at Déerby
and Port Hedland.
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- Major works under construction ineclude
the Albany regional hospital; extensive ad-
ditions to the King Edward Memorial,
Narrogin, and Fremantle Hespitals; a new
hospital at QOsborne Park, the linear
accelerator building and X-ray laboratories
al Hollywood: a new high school at Mel-
ville; additions to the Bentley, Hollywood,
Busselton, Collie, Northam, Katanning,
Perth Modern, Albany, Applecross, Kala-
munda, and Narrogin High Schools, the
University Engineering School, the Uni-
versity Chemistry Department, the Rural
and Industries Bank, offices and work for
the Government Printer, the Agricultural
Department’s laboratories and offices, Par-
liament House additions (first section) and
courthouses at Katanning and Mullewa.

The programme for the current finaneial
year provides for a large number of school-
works, including new high schools at Swan-
bourne and Embleton, and additions to the
Belmaont, Applecross, Bunbury, Mi. Lawley,
Secarborough, Geraldton, and Albany High
Schools. Hospital works include new nurses’
quarters at the Royal Perth Hospital;
further additions to the Fremantle Hospi-
tal: and additions to the Perth Dental,
Swan, Carnarvon, Port Hedland, and many
country hospitals. Other works to be com-
menced include the University Physies De-
partment, first section of the new police
headguarters at East Perth, the new Gov-
ernment Stores, and a native hostel at
Onslow.

A large programme of maintenance
viorks was carried out during the past
vear; and a further large programme, to
cover requirements for this year, has been
implemented.

Progress reported, and leave granted to
sit again.

House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.
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'The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
1 to 3. These questions were postponed.

ALBANY HARBOUR
Erection of Transit Shed

4. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to the estimated

expenditure on the Albany Har-

bour for the cuwrrent financial
year, will the Minister advise—

(a) whether it is iIntended to have

the transit shed completed

and handed over for use

before the 30th June, 1961;

(b) if so, when is it anticipated

the work will be completed?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied:
(a) No.
(b} Answered by (a).

" BUILDERS' REGISTRATION ACT
Inquiry by Seleet Commitiee

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central
[4.36]1: I move—

That a Select Committee be
appointed to inquire inte and report
upon the Builders' Registration Act,
1939-1959, its application and effect
on building and to make such recom-
mendations as are considered neces-
sary.

My reason for moving this motion is that
I believe that since this legislation was
enacted, buildings, particularly houses,
have not improved. In drawing attention
to this point, I refer particularly to the
growth of several companies in this State



